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Plans regarding Trinity's future 
released by Charter Committee 
Trinity women's rowing wins 
gold at Head of the Charles 
PETER RAGOSTA '15 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Following a weekend of closed 
meetings, the Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously to approve a 50-page 
plan that will upend longstanding ele-
ments of Trinity's social life and add 
new social options centered on creat-
ing a more intellectual focus on cam-
pus. The plan is an amended version of 
a set of proposals presented to the 
trustees by the Charter Committee, 
which was established in October 
2011. 
The decision comes a year after 
President Jones released his White 
Paper, calling for the abolition of 
Greek organizations on campus. While 
the trustees' plan does not necessitate 
this, it does change the Greek system 
by placing heavy regulations on the 
fraternities and sororities through a 
new "Social Code." 
Likely the most pronounced of 
these regulations is a co-education 
mandate that will take effect next 
semester, requiring all fraternities to 
admit women and sororities to admit 
men. Independent of the Charter 
Committee, the trustees additionally 
stipulated that the Greek organiza -




KARISA CERNERA '14 
NEWS EDITOR 
Last Thursday, Oct. 18, Trinity stu-
dents and faculty members gathered 
in the Smith House Reese Room to 
watch Roger Bonair-Agard perform his 
poetry as a part of the annual AK 
Smith Reading Series. Bonair- Agard 
considers himself to be a spoken word 
and performance poet. His poetry is 
very interactive and in many cases his 
poems are sung instead of read. ''My 
body and the page work as one symbi-
otic process," stated Bonair- Agard. 
Bonair- Agard is a native of 
Trinidad and Tobago and moved to the 
United States in 1987 to pursue a 
career as a lawyer. However, after 
moving to New York, Bonair- Agard 
decided to pursue poetry rather than a 
career in law. He was a member of the 
1997 Nuyorican Poets Cafe Poetry 
Slam team and went on to coach the 
1998 slam team as well, which won the 
National Poetry Slam Championship 
in Austin, TX. 
Bonair- Agard co-founded the 
see A.K. on page 14 
and that students have a 3.0 GPA to 
attend rush events. By the Fall of 
2014, the plan will force all fraterni-
ties and sororities to have a collective 
3.2 GPA. The plan also states that stu-
dents will not be allowed to start new 
chapters of single-sex, traditional 
Greek organizations on campus. 
With these rules in place, the 
College will deem organizations failing 
to meet the aforementioned demands 
as "prohibited." According to the plan, 
prohibited privately owned organiza -
tions will be purchased by the College, 
at a "fair sale price" determined by the 
College and alumni owners, and be 
reassigned for another purpose "for 
the betterment of the College." Most 
notably, the plan states that any stu-
dent who associates with prohibited 
organizations "will be subject to sepa-
ration from the College." 
The plan also calls for the estab-
lishment of a house system. Upon 
matriculation, students will be 
assigned to one of six houses that, 
according to the plan, will act as a 
"residential, intellectual, and social 
center" for students. The goal of the 
For the rest of this article, see CH.AR-
TER on page 6. For more on the stu-
dents' perspective and thoughts, see 
NEW on page 7. 
WILL WALTHALL '14 
SPORTS EDITOR 
The Trinity Women's rowing team 
placed first of 26 teams in the 
Collegiate Eights race at the world 
famous Head of the Charles Regatta 
this past Sunday. Both men's and 
women's teams competed against 
teams coming from across America and 
overseas on Boston's Charles River. 
The men's and women's teams had 
strong showings in all the races they 
competed in and furthered the win-
ning traditions of their respective pro-
grams. 
Since the inaugural race in 1965, 
the Head of the Charles Regatta has 
attracted the top rowers not only from 
college institutions but also from the 
most elite rowing clubs on the planet. 
The regatta consists of 60 events that 
pit upwards of 9,000 athletes rowing 
in 1,900 boats against each other. The 
three-mile course begins at Boston 
University's boathouse and runs under 
six of Boston's historic bridges, includ-
ing the famous John W. Weeks Bridge 
and Anderson Memorial Bridge, where 
thousands of spectators gather to 
see WOMEN's on page 15 
COURTESY OF MADELEINE BOUDREAU '16 
Members of the women's collegiate eight posed on stage during the medal ceremony Sunday evening. 
Financial historian discusses economic downturn 
JOHN MURPHY '15 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
On Monday, Oct. 15, Trinity College 
hosted leading financial and business 
history author John Steele Gordon. 
Gordon spoke as part of the Shelby 
Cullom Davis Endowment Series, and 
discussed the origins of the recent eco-
nomic downturn. 
Gordon, whose great-grandfather 
was a member of the class of 1828, is 
an expert in financial and business 
history. He has had articles published 
in, among others, "Forbes," "Forbes 
ASAP,'' ''Worth," the "New York Times" 
and "The Wall Street Journal" Op- Ed 
pages, the Washington Post's "Book 
World" and "Outlook." Since 1989, he 
has been a contributing editor at 
"American Heritage,'' where he has 
written the "Business of America" col-
umn. He has appeared on numerous 
other radio and television shows, 
including "New York: A Documentary 
Film" by Rick Burns, "Business 
Center" and "Squawk Box" on CNBC, 
and "The News Hour with Jim Lehrer" 
on PBS. Gordon was educated at The 
Millbrook School in Millbrook, New 
York and has a Bachelor of Arts in 
History from Vanderbilt University. 
After college, he worked for six years 
as a production editor for Harper & 
Row (now HarperCollins) before leav-
ing to drive a Land Rover from New 
York to Tierra Del Fuego- a nine-
month journey of thirty-nine thousand 
miles and approximately forty flat 
tires. This trek resulted in his first 
book, "Overlanding." All together, 
Gordon has driven through forty-seven 
countries on five continents. At Trinity, 
he discussed how the financial crisis 
happened due to "a failure on the part 
of economists to understand their sub-
ject." 
Gordon's argument focused on the 
fact that economists have been using 
the wrong paradigm for the last two 
centuries, often with disastrous conse-
quences. First, Gordon contends that 
the economy is not a machine or a 
'Copernican universe,' to use Keynes's 
phrase, but rather an ecosystem. 
Second, human nature, one of the nat-
ural and therefore ineluctable forces in 
the human universe, has largely been 
ignored by economists, who have been 
unable to translate human nature and 
its profound consequences into equa-
tions. 
Gordon criticized three major flaws 
in Keynesian economic theory. First, 
Keynes viewed the economic universe 
as economists have always viewed it, 
as a machine. This 'Copernican uni-
verse' is a system by which all of the 
elements of the economic universe are 
kept in their places by mutual counter-
poise and interaction. According to 
Gordon, Keynes' model has dominated 
economic thought for a while, despite 
the fact that it has proved to be inade-
quate and often quite useless in pre-
dicting events in the real world. The 
reasoning Gordon provides is that the 
economy is not a machine that cycles 
endlessly, but rather something that is 
dynamic and nonlinear. Gordon argues 
a far better model for an economy is 
the ecosystem of modern biology, 
see GORDON on page 10 
COURTESY OF commentarymagazine.com 
Gordon studied history at Vanderbilt University. 
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Tripod Editorial 
Sexual assault revealed at Amherst 
Last Wednesday, the 
"Amherst Student," Amherst 
College's student-run online 
newspaper came out with a per-
sonal account of rape written by 
former student Angie Epifano. 
Within the first few hours of the 
story's release, the site crashed 
from an overload of visits and 
comments, and since then has 
gone viral. Soon after, Amherst 
alums were sent an email from 
the administration assuring them 
that the situation was under con-
trol and would be taken care of. 
However, there is only so much 
that can be done to clarify or "take 
care of' the issues that have sur-
faced regarding the administra-
tion's lack of support and negli-
gence to this act of violence that 
took place on their campus. In 
her chilling account, she spares 
no details when revealing how 
campus authorities silenced her 
and made her out to feel "crazy," 
when all she wanted to do was 
report the perpetrator and seek 
support from the counseling cen-
ter. 
Epifano's story is filled with 
powerful passages that are at 
times difficult to read because of 
how open and honest she is about 
her experience. Reading it is 
uncomfortable, yes, but also nec-
essary in order to truly under-
stand the full experience that she, 
as well as other victims of rape, 
are forced to go through. One of 
the most compelling parts of her 
story is when she writes, "I am 
sickened by the Administration's 
attempts to cover up survivors' 
stories, cook their books to dis-
count rapes, pretend that with-
drawals never occur, quell 
attempts to change, and sweep 
sexual assaults under a rug." 
Thinking beyond the 
inevitable criticism that came 
along with her story, the amount 
of publicity and attention Epifano 
has generated demonstrates the 
type of extreme action needed to 
create change in the way sexual 
assault is treated. It is an inhu-
mane and violent act and should 
never be tolerated or covered up 
by those in positions of power. 
According to various news 
sources, since the story came out 
there have been even more 
accounts of sexual violence on 
Amherst's campus that have sur-
faced, further adding to the "sex-
ist" culture that Amherst has 
been associated with having. All 
it took was one woman's bravery 
to inspire others who had been 
suppressed by the college's 
administration to come forward 
and share their experiences. 
It is, however, alarming that 
this issue is just being brought to 
light and properly addressed by 
Amherst now. The schoofs policy 
on handling rape cases is unbe-
lievable; if a victim wants to put 
her rapist to justice, they must 
both meet face to face, each with a 
faculty advisor. According to 
Epifano, if she had gone through 
with this she would have been 
required to essentially ''prove" 
that she was raped. How is this 
appropriate regulation within 
any system of justice, anywhere? 
Her account of the dialogue 
exchanged between her counselor 
and academic dean is extraordi-
nary-it demonstrates to what 
extent the administration views 
their students as nothing more 
than statistics, and are quick to 
silence anyone that poses a threat 
to their academic reputation. 
She ends her story first ques-
tioning Amherst before acknowl-
edging that the problems with 
sexual assault are not just limited 
to this one institution. It is her 
call to action that leaves us with a 
small hint of hope for the change 
that needs to occur not just at 
Amherst, but globally. She asks, 
"Why can't we know what is real-
ly happening on campus? Why 
should we be quiet about sexual 
assault?" For complete access to 




HOCR: More than a race 
As you know from the front 
page, Trinity competed in the 
48th Head of the Charles Regatta 
this past weekend, and we did 
some serious damage down the 
three-mile-long course. However, 
I don't want to talk about our 
achievements or results because 
you can read about those in 
Sports; I want to talk about the 
unique, humbling, and exciting 
experience that is racing in the 
Head of the Charles, as it has def-
initely been a highlight of my 
years at Trinity and something I 
will never forget. 
With over 9,000 athletes com-
peting in 60 events and over 
300,000 spectators flocking to the 
shores of Boston's Charles River, 
the HOCR is the largest two-day 
regatta in the world. You can 
count on anyone who's anyone in 
the world of competitive rowing to 
be there, from national teams to 
rowing legends to gold medalists 
in the London Olympics this past 
summer. That being said, being 
able to call yourself a competitor 
at the same event as these world-
class athletes is a pretty mind-
blowing experience, not to men-
tion a privilege. Case in point: in 
the envelope each crew receives 
with their bow numbers and 
other important race information 
are window decals with the Head 
of the Charles logo and the words 
"2012 Competitor." You can't buy 
these decals in the merchandise 
tent; they are given to the ath-
letes, and only the athletes, by the 
regatta as a small way for them to 
proudly recall their participation 
in the event. 
As I rowed down to the start 
to get ready to race, it was incred-
ibly difficult for me to stay focused 
with races flying down the course 
on my right and spectators yelling 
and cheering on my left, but these 
distractions and awe-inspiring 
moments are what make the 
Head of the Charles incredible. 
Crossing the starting line and 
hearing ''Trinity, have a good 
row," or rounding the final turn of 
the course knowing that family 
and friends will be there cheering 
and giving you the extra burst of 
energy and adrenaline you need 
might seem like common occur-
rences for any competitive rower; 
but when these factors are put in 
the context of this regatta and the 
fact that it was my last one, these 
moments definitely take on new 
meaning. For the approximately 
twenty minutes it takes to com-
plete the course it might just be 
you and your boat mates, but the 
second you cross the finish line, 
completely exhausted but know-
ing you gave everything you had 
to give, it starts to become not as 
much about you but about your 
role and participation in this 
momentous event, and these are 
feelings I probably will only expe-
rience at the Head of the Charles. 
I would argue that the Head 
of the Charles is unlike most 
other major sporting events I will 
attend in my lifetime, and that is 
due to the unique character of the 
rowing community. What makes 
the HOCR unique in this respect? 
The regatta is sponsored by 
Brooks Brothers and Sperry 'Ibp-
Sider; volunteers receive official 
Brooks Brothers jackets and hats 
for free just for donating their 
time. Walking through the 
Rowing and Fitness Expo near 
the finish line you pass by the 
tents of different boat manufac-
turers, eagerly showcasing the 
innovations they have made in 
their equipment. Even though the 
sport has been around for cen-
turies, those who have dedicated 
their lives to it are constantly tiy 
ing to find ways to help crews go 
just a few seconds faster, for races 
have been won and lost by much 
less (I won a bronze medal at 
ECACs last spring by beating the 
fourth place crew by 0.335 sec-
onds and falling short to the silver 
medal crew by 0.521). 
I said earlier that racing in 
the Charles is a privilege, and I 
firmly believe that. In the future I 
will inevitably be faced with chal-
lenges I don't think I can over-
come, or with moments in which I 
can nearly taste success but rm 
not quite there yet. With my expe-
rience at the HOCR under my 
belt, I need only think of passing 
that boat in the first 100 strokes 
of my race, and I will always 
know exactly how to proceed. 
-ALR 
rtpo 1toria s represent t e views o t e executive oar o t rt11tly rtpo , 
comprised of the Editor-in-Chief and tbe Managing Editor. 
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Social reform: The destruction of tradition at Trinity College 
BEN GREEN '14 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Edmund Burke once said, 
"Society is indeed a contract. It 
is a partnership in all science; a 
partnership in all art; a part-
nership in every virtue, and in 
all perfection. As the ends of 
such a partnership cannot be 
obtained in many generations, 
it becomes a partnership not 
only between those who are liv-
ing, but between those who are 
living, those who are dead, and 
those who are to be born." 
Students, faculty, alumni, and 
whoever else's eyes happen to 
fall upon these words: our social 
contract has been stripped and 
twisted, leaving the parties of 
the past, present, and the 
future disillusioned. 
Last week, the Charter 
Committee for Social Reform 
placed a recommendation in 
front of the Board of Trustees, 
who unanimously passed the 
six point plan. The recommen· 
dation is an outline of drastic 
changes to the social dynamic at 
Trinity College for the coming 
years. The plan has caused an 
uproar in student, faculty, and 
alumni circles, with most of the 
confrontation centering around 
the final point, reinforcing the 
coeducational mandate for 
greek life first attempted in 
1992. Upon its implementation, 
Greek life organizations would 
be forced to meet certain per-
centages of members of the 
opposite sex, consequently dis-
mantling several organizations 
whose national charters forbid 
coeducation. 
The impetus for this change 
is not stated simply. Through 
several surveys and studies on 
the social life at Trinity, the 
members of this committee 
have attributed the current aca· 
demic woes of the school to 
social life, specifically the fra-
ternities and sororities. These 
academic problems of the school 
are varied, from drops m 
national rankings to a low 
retention of our best students. 
We are now left with an 
increasingly apathetic student 
body. It has been made clear 
that many of us are not the type 
of students that Trinity wants 
to call their own anymore. To 
change our ways, the ways in 
which the administration and 
these committees think we are 
responsible for the degradation 
of our school, they have targeted 
our oldest institutions. Within 
the Greek system are among 
the most socially vital, philan· 
thropic, community oriented, 
and alumni involved organiza-
tions to ever exist at this school. 
Many of the Greek organiza-
tions have existed for almost 
two hundred years, and crack-
ing down on the Greek system 
does nothing to change the 
mindset of the students. The 
school has connected problems 
of binge drinking and social 
exclusivity to these organiza-
tions multiple times in different 
forms, yet the prior social 
reforms like the newly instated 
(and ridiculously threadbare) 
social policy have shown to be 
adversely effective to solving 
these apparently high risk prob-
lems. Increases in T-CERTs are 
often during weekends and days 
when fraternities are closed. 
When they are open, they limit 
guests, thus increasing exclu-
sivity and putting a chokehold 
on the social environment. 
I have gained many things 
from my experience as a mem-
ber of one of these organiza -
tions. I have learned about tra· 
dition, accountability, resolve, 
and trust, but most important of 
all, I have learned to be a part of 
something bigger than myself, 
to put the needs and wants of 
others before my own. This is a 
lesson so intrinsic to our society 
it is a shame there are not more 
ways to experience it at a place 
like Trinity. To be a successful 
and contributing member of 
society you must understand 
that no matter who you are and 
what you do you are a part of 
something bigger than yourself. 
The new social reforms are 
plans for the dissolution of the 
most important facet of our 
organizations, and one of the 
greatest things this school and 
this country has to offer. We will 
not stand idly by as those who 
claim to understand and care 
for us threaten to take our 
bonds of brotherhood and sister-
hood away from us. 
To say that the current 
social system at Trinity is work-
ing fine, however, is just a lie. 
We have major social problems 
that have been made very clear, 
but this is simply not the 
answer. Students, faculty, and 
administration love this school, 
and everyone would like to see 
it improve, and that is why we 
need input from all sides. 
Instead of destroying these 
organizations, why not create 
more? The house system idea is 
fundamentally flawed in some 
aspects, but the basis of the idea 
is not. We do need alternatives 
to Greek life in order to create a 
more inviting social atmos-
phere. Instead of having this 
huge Hogwarts·style house sys-
tem with Snape and 
McGonagall looking over our 
shoulders, we should have open 
houses for students to run and 
decide what the social scene is 
to be like. Greek life only repre· 
sents twenty percent of the stu-
dent body; if the school would 
like to see a more diverse social 
life, give opportunities for that 
eighty percent to decide what 
they want to do. 
To enact real, effective 
change within the social scene 
at Trinity, the change cannot be 
to an administration-structured 
environment. Teachers and 
administration, to college stu-
dents, will always be un·cool. A 
student-run club or organiza-
tion will always be more invit-
ing and ultimately successful to 
the students, which is why the 
Greek system has dominated 
the social scene for so long. 
There needs to be a real conver-
sation, colored by civility and 
respect, between students and 
faculty before any changes are 
implemented. 
Some people believe that the 
only groups that are truly upset 
about these new reforms are 
students affiliated with Greek 
life. They are not. Last week, a 
first-year student created a 
petition that spoke out against 
the reform. The student 
acquired over three hundred 
and fifty signatures solely from 
first year students, which repre· 
sents a majority of their class. 
These are the students that the 
school forgot to consider, the 
most affected who seem to have 
the smallest voice. There have 
been statements claiming a con· 
certed effort on the side of the 
Charter Committee to engage 
the student body in the process, 
yet there are only three student 
members on the Committee, one 
of whom voted against the rec· 
ommendation, another who did 
not have a vote, and all three 
are due to graduate before any 
of these reforms are to truly 
take place. 
There is a strict divide in the 
reaction to this mandate. It 
seems that there is no middle 
ground here, as students, facul-
ty, and alumni have chosen 
sides. Many, if not most, profes-
sors strongly believe in the new 
reform, and some even feel the 
reform did not go far enough. 
Yet there are those in the facul-
ty who are on the other side, 
who believe that this change 
attempts to fix something that 
is not broken. 
I almost went to Oberlin, but 
there is a reason I chose Trinity 
College. I had heard great 
things about this school: a pres-
ident who knew every student's 
name, a student body that was 
both famously intelligent and 
notoriously fun, and a stimulat-
ing and intellectual environ· 
ment that lets you decide what 
you want to do, and who you 
want to be. We, in the past few 
years, have experienced the 
decadence of the pillars of this 
institution, and are quickly los-
ing the reasons that students 
like me chose Trinity over 
Oberlin, Bard, or Middlebury. 
Multitudes of alumni feel 
that this is not the school they 
once went to, and many of them 
are convening over social media 
platforms to organize a resist-
ance to the new change. Several 
have withdrawn donation 
pledges, further dwindling our 
already meager endowment. 
With so much animosity on 
both sides, could there not have 
been a way to do this civilly? To, 
as the school's mission state-
ment says, "work closely with 
students in a relationship of 
mutual trust and respect?" 
Instead of implementing drastic 
changes and talking about it 
with students afterward, why 
not have these discussions 
beforehand? 
I love this school. I am so 
incredibly proud of who I am 
because of it, and thankful for 
the opportunities that allowed 
me to decide ·who I want to be 
here. Change is tough, but it is 
necessary for progress. I believe 
in the progress of this school, 
and I believe the destruction of 
these organizations is antitheti-
cal to that progress. I believe 
this could have been done in a 
way that would have spurred 
progress from a unified student, 
faculty, and alumni body, but it 
was not. Instead, we are left 
with anger, disrespect, and mis-
trust on all sides. 
Student opinions disregarded in the Charter Committee report 
CHANEL PALACIOS '14 
ARTS EDITOR 
It is safe to assume that most 
people have read or heard about 
the report - the one with the 
really long title, the one that is 
spurring more debate than the 
presidential elections. And just 
like in the presidential elections, 
numerous errors are made in the 
report. 
Is the decreasing GPA during 
sophomore year really a result of 
joining a Greek organization as 
the report suggests? Perhaps it's 
just a coincidence, and blaming 
this sophomore slump on frater-
nities and sororities is a fallacy. 
My first semester of sophomore 
year also saw a dip in GPA, and 
I'm unaffiliated. Sophomores, as 
they take classes that are more 
advanced and catered to their 
majors, inevitably face a harder 
work load that takes adjusting 
to after the breeze of freshman 
year. One crappy class, one 
teacher who didn't like your 
writing style, one bad midterm, 
and one bad grade is all it takes 
for a GPA to be inevitably low-
ered. It takes several classes to 
make up for one bad class. To 
implement GPA requirements 
on Greek life is unnecessarily 
invasive, when the blame does 
not necessarily belong to Greek 
life. 
Greek life is the main target 
of this report. ''The Trinity facul-
ty, in the majority, would like to 
see the fraternities and sorori-
ties abolished as they see those 
organizations as exclusive and 
offering social advantages and 
physical resources that are not 
available to all students." This is 
the opinion of faculty, and it is 
just one perception of this cam-
pus. Faculty has a perception of 
Trinity as having mostly over-
privileged, white, preppy stu-
dents who do not put as much 
energy into their academics as 
they do into their parties. This is 
the driving perception behind 
the report. It comes from faculty, 
and not from the students them· 
selves. 
Why is the administration's 
opinion held above all other 
opinions? To answer that, here is 
this statement from the report. 
"The unaffiliated alumni and 
current students are divided in 
their opinions on retaining fra-
ternities and sororities, but as a 
rule they seem to care less about 
the issue than the faculty do." If 
this were true, I would under-
stand faculty taking such a 
prominent role in social reform. 
But it is not true. As an unaffili-
ated student, I can say that most 
of the opinions I have heard do 
indeed come from unaffiliated 
students. Yet being truly 
involved in campus life, I have 
also heard opinions from various 
Greeks. Overall, it's hard to 
believe that faculty cares more 
than unaffiliated students, when 
every person I have spoken to 
has an opinion, even differing 
opm1ons from my own. The 
statement that faculty cares 
more makes opinions from unaf-
filiated students have less 
weight. Overall, the report gives 
the faculty more attention than 
students. 
The report states "adoles-
cence has a longer lifespan than 
it did thirty years ago, and par-
ents increasingly want their 
sons and daughters managed, 
while colleges want them to 
learn self-reliance and act like 
adults." By mostly soliciting 
advice from faculty, the college 
administration is placing faculty 
in a parental role for students. 
When did college become day-
care? The main issue is that fac-
ulty shows a blatant disdain and 
hostility towards students. They 
are trying to determine a social 
atmosphere for students when 
they are not part of our social 
lives. While I can understand 
that many faculty remain here 
for longer than four years, why 
is their influence more impor-
tant than that of students? They 
are the voices that matter, and 
three students on this committee 
are insufficient to represent the 
student body. 
I am not suggesting faculty 
be disregarded in this matter. 
But I am questioning the wis· 
dom of faculty when it comes to 
the social atmosphere. How 
many professors actually take 
time to build a relationship with 
students? How many take an 
interest in students' lives at all? 
see FACULTY page 4 
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What should fans think of Lance Armstrong and blood doping? 
JEFF SYBERTZ '13 
STAFF WRITER 
Over the past couple of 
weeks, cyclist Lance 
Armstrong has been prevalent 
in the news after the US Anti-
Doping Agency (USADA) 
stripped his seven Tour de 
France titles because of evi-
dence of blood doping. 
Armstrong won every Tour de 
France title from 1999-2005 
and was considered a hero not 
only because of his dominance, 
but also because of his tri-
umphant battle with testicular 
cancer. Since retirement he 
has used his money and fame 
for good, most notably found-
ing and running the 
Livestrong Foundation, which 
has been instrumental in the 
fight against cancer. However, 
since this past summer, the 
USADA's ruling has put 
Armstrong's life into a tailspin 
as many of Armstrong's spon-
sors have severed their ties 
with him and the public now 
sees him as a cheater. 
Although what Armstrong is 
accused of doing during his 
cycling career is illegal, his 
reputation and feats off of the 
bike should not be tarnished 
because blood doping infected 
virtually all of professional 
cycling during Armstrong's 
titles and because, unlike most 
other athletes, what 
Armstrong has done with his 
money and fame is truly hon -
arable. 
Blood doping is the trans-
fusion of red blood cells and 
not, as many people think, a 
form of steroid use. In the 
process of blood doping, an 
athlete will have his/her blood 
taken during the height of 
training because of the high 
amount of oxygen m their 
blood at that time. The athlete 
will then put that blood back 
into his/her bloodstream dur-
ing the competition to boost 
the number of red blood cells. 
This action increases an ath-
lete's aerobic capacity and 
endurance. 
Due to these benefits and 
the difficulty of detecting the 
process in blood testing, blood 
doping was a common practice 
in cycling and other endurance 
sports during the late 1990s 
and early 2000s. It is widely 
known that a large number of 
the participants of the Tour de 
France during this time were 
guilty of blood doping. Many 
of these allegations of blood 
doping have since been veri-
fied, as advances in drug test-
ing have been able to detect 
blood doping in the system. 
The USADA and other inter-
national cycling bodies have 
accused and stripped away the 
titles of many highly-regarded 
cyclists, including the original 
winner of the 2006 Tour de 
France, Floyd Landis. 
Lance Armstrong's name 
was often implicated in these 
investigations but, up until 
the summer of 2012, he had 
been able to defend his name 
against many of these allega -
tions due to a lack of evidence. 
However, this past summer, 
the USADA presented evi-
dence not only of Armstrong's 
use of blood doping, but also 
evidence that Armstrong 
engaged in a conspiracy to 
coerce his teammates to blood 
dope and threaten those who 
might go public with any alle-
gations. Armstrong decided to 
stop trying to defend his name, 
an action which many saw as 
an admission of guilt. Over the 
past few weeks, Nike, 
Anheuser-Busch, Trek Bicycle, 
and 24 Hour Fitness have sev-
ered ties with Armstrong. 
Last week, Armstrong stepped 
down as the head of the 
Livestrong Foundation, a 
charity he created to help fur-
ther cancer research. 
There is no doubt that 
what Armstrong has done is 
illegal and that he should have 
to face the appropriate conse-
quences. However, this recent 
USADA report seems overtly 
personal and over the top. 
Instead of simply producing 
the proof they have of 
Armstrong's doping, they are 
trying to demonize Armstrong 
and turn public sentiment 
against him. They character-
ize him as a conniving and 
serial cheater who will try to 
silence anyone who may go 
against him. This over-per-
sonalization of the investiga-
tion and demonization of 
Armstrong is a result of 
USADA's failed attempts to 
strip Armstrong of his titles 
over the past decade. The fact 
that the agency has made it 
their m1ss10n to strip 
Armstrong's titles is sad 
because now it has tarnished 
all of the great work that 
Armstrong has done. No other 
cyclist has had to bear this 
type of extensive investiga· 
tion, even if there has been 
conclusive evidence of blood 
doping. In a game of cheaters, 
Armstrong may have been the 
champion but he deserves bet-
ter than what the USADA has 
done to him. 
Along with tarnishing 
Armstrong's name, the 
USADA has also essentially 
tarnished most of his philan-
thropic endeavors, most 
notably the Livestrong 
Foundation. According to 
their website, Livestrong dedi-
cates around $30 million 
annually to cancer research 
and education. With 
Armstrong's name tarnished, 
the future of Livestrong is in 
jeopardy. 
It is a shame that 
Armstrong has fallen so far 
from grace in the public's eye 
because, unlike many other 
athletes, he has attempted to 
make the world a better place 
with his fame and fortune. In 
the world of professional 
sports, athletes get paid tens 
of millions of dollars a year 
and rarely have the courtesy 
to acknowledge their fan base, 
let alone devote a huge portion 
of their time and money to 
something for which it is 
worth fighting. Moreover, ath-
letes who have been accused 
and/or convicted of much more 
heinous crimes seem to have 
less-tarnished images than 
Armstrong. Kobe Bryant and 
Ben Roethlisberger were 
accused of rape, Tiger Woods 
had countless mistresses, and 
Michael Vick was convicted of 
being involved with a dog-
fighting ring and served near-
ly two years in prison. Yet all 
of these athletes are not only 
currently competing in their 
respective sports, they are 
also greatly supported by their 
fans. 
I remember growing up 
rooting for Lance Armstrong 
every summer in the Tour de 
France because of his charis-
ma and the adversity that he 
had to overcome to not only 
survive but also dominate 
international cycling. These 
allegations against Armstrong 
are devastating to me because 
of what they have done to his 
reputation but also what they 
may do to Livestrong and his 
other charities. 
All I can hope for is that 
Armstrong will somehow 
regain the favor of the public 
the same way that Bryant, 
Roethlisberger, Woods, and 
Vick have so that all that 
Livestrong has done will not 
have been in vain. 
Faculty misconceptions leave students generalized and ignored 
continued from page 3 
Very few. If very few professors 
care about what students are 
doing beyond the classroom, 
what gives faculty the right to 
try and insert themselves into a 
parental role? 
Faculty has several miscon-
. ceptions about students on cam-
pus. They are generalizing us as 
a reckless student body focused 
solely on partying. While the 
school does have a party reputa-
tion, it's also known that stu-
dents work just as hard as they 
have fun on the weekends. 
There are always going to be 
students that give a bad name, 
like the ones who show up 
drunk to a Friday morning 
class, or simply refuse to take 
Friday classes so as not to inter-
fere with their social life. Those 
students are few in number. I 
would like to think that faculty 
is above generalizing us, but the 
various statements from the 
report just prove otherwise. 
The report goes further and 
states, "When we look at the fra-
ternity and sorority population 
at Trinity in isolation, it is 
apparent that they stand apart 
from their Trinity peers." 
Greeks are so involved in this 
school, and for some reason fac-
ulty does not see that. Perhaps 
this is because faculty does not 
take the time to look at the 
events on campus, or be a part of 
them. Each fraternity and soror-
ity promotes involvement with 
the community, and promotes 
events for everyone. Has faculty 
seen the pictures from Psi 
Upsilon at Do It Day? Or Kappa 
Sigma volunteering at the 
Wadsworth? Do they realize 
that nearly every fraternity and 
sorority helped sponsor 
Trintoberfest? No they don't. 
They are continuing with their 
generalizations, based on mis-
conceptions. 
Trinity will try to implement 
a new system, the House sys-
tem. It's a nice idea in theory, 
but in essence it is faculty and 
administration determining 
your friends. College is about 
finding your own group of 
friends, and there is no scientif-
ic way to determine how friend-
ships form. College implement-
ed systems are not necessarily a 
good thing. Take a look at the 
Fred. Their parties and events 
are open to all, but not everyone 
can be part of the Fred. To be a 
part of the Fred, there is an 
entire process to go through. You 
have to apply. You have to inter-
view. And inevitably, people are 
rejected, and there is no knowl-
edge as to what makes someone 
Fred material. Is the Fred even-
ly divided in gender? 
Another issue in the report is 
the co-ed mandate. It is simply a 
backhanded and political way of 
shutting down fraternities and 
sororities. Charters are given to 
these fraternities and sororities 
under specific conditions, some 
of which do not allow them to be 
co-ed. While it doesn't apply to 
every fraternity or sorority on 
this campus, it still makes a dif-
ference. If even one fraternity or 
sorority loses its charter, it's not 
fair. To lose recognition in a 
national organization would be 
detrimental for many students 
who truly gain good experiences. 
The co-ed mandate is only 
targeted at Greeks. "Social 
organizations whose members 
are Trinity students shall not be 
affiliated with national organi-
zations that do not adhere to a 
coeducational philosophy. 
Exceptions include academic 
organizations (e.g., professional 
and scientific organizations) and 
athletic and musical organiza-
tions." The exceptions are 
ridiculous. If there is any place 
that should have gender diversi-
ty, academic organizations 
would be it. I understand why 
musical and athletic organiza-
tions are exempt. It would seem 
absurd to make an all boys team 
have girls, and it would make no 
sense for an all-girls group to 
take guys. Why doesn't this 
apply to Greeks also? 
Fraternities and sororities are 
inherently based on gender. 
That's quite simply how they 
exist, just as that is how sports 
teams and some musical groups 
on campus exist. Would you 
force the Trinitones to have a 
male in their group? Why would 
you force Kappa Kappa Gamma 
to have males, when doing so 
would cost them their national 
charter? 
The report dismisses these 
issues, showing a disregard for 
students. Greeks may only com-
pose about 20 percent of stu -
dents on campus, but they are a 
part of this campus nonetheless. 
To say they stand apart from 
their Trinity peers greatly 
reduces this campus. The report 
further reduces the opinions on 
this campus by disregarding the 
opm1ons of unaffiliated stu-
dents, and giving more weight to 
faculty opinions. Trinity faculty 
and administration forgot to 
consider the unaffiliated stu-
dents that do care about this 
school, all of this school, includ-
ing Greeks. Trinity faculty 
should realize that we have 
already moved past the image of 
Trinity as an over privileged, 
predominantly Caucasian, par-
tying school. As an unaffiliated, 
Hispanic, not privileged, and 
involved member of campus, I 
don't appreciate being general-
ized into a misconception. I can 
understand that Greeks also 
don't appreciate the negative 
image they are being given. The 
report should consider all stu-
dent opinions more, and the 
report should consider that fac-
ulty does not necessarily under-
stand the student body. 
I'm not dismissing every-
thing in the report. I understand 
that more options should be 
here for students at night. 
Fraternities and sororities are 
but one option of Trinity, and 
they should remain. Yet the pur-
pose at the beginning of social 
reform was to give students 
more options, not completely 
take away what students enjoy. 
Trinity needs to retain the 
essential characteristics that 
brought students here to begin 
with. Trinity is not like other 
NESCAC schools and we should 
not be concerned with our repu-
tation amidst a small handful of 
schools. Each student here is 
unique, just as Trinity is unique 
from other NESCAC schools. 
I came to Trinity because of 
what it was at that time. It had, 
and still has now, a good cre-
ative writing program. It is a 
small, liberal arts college, but it 
still offers a taste of larger 
schools. It has a good academic 
reputation, and yet it is known 
that students here still have 
fun. Had I wanted to become 
robotic and gone through the 
motions of academia, perhaps I 
would have gone to a different 
NESCAC school. But then I 
would have lost the inspiration 
that comes from being a 
Bantam. I would have chosen a 
different major, been less cre-
ative, and lost what makes me 
unique from college students 
across the nation. This is what 
Trinity is risking losing. They 
are risking the essence of being 
a Bantam, and despite what the 
report states, students here 
have a great pride in being a 
Bantam, and no one wants to 
lose that pride. 
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Looking beyond race on campus and ahead to a shared future 
IMMANUEL ADEOLA '14 
STAFF WRITER 
We all have heard, in some 
shape or form, the idea that 
the purpose of every college 
institution is to foster learning 
and intellectual growth. We 
are all aware of the fact that 
learning can take place any-
where. A Monday afternoon at 
the Underground, a Tuesday 
evening in the dorm common 
room, or even a Thursday 
evenmg at the Tap are all 
potential centers to exchange 
ideas, learn from one another, 
and become better informed 
people. The most crucial kind 
of learning that we engage in 
is not the subjects we learn in 
the classroom, but what we 
can learn from each other. We 
all come from different back-
grounds, with differing cultur-
al and ideological views. The 
most well-known cultural dif-
ference that often gets the 
most attention on campus is 
that of race. Race is a sensitive 
topic. Many years of slavery 
and racial oppression have left 
an emotional scar not only on 
those who were its victims, but 
those who stood united with 
those victims in condemning 
such injustices. While the 
country has clearly moved on 
from the physical boundaries 
of race, it has found it difficult 
to move past the emotional and 
invisible boundaries. 
The remarkable difference 
between the country and our 
college institution is that we 
are in a better position to bring 
down those invisible barriers. 
Everyone on this campus- stu-
dents, professors, administra -
tive staff and other employees, 
all believe that we are more 
than the color of our skin. We 
all understand that our vari-
ous racial identities add on to 
the knowledge and experience 
we offer to the Trinity experi-
ence. Unfortunately, it is clear 
that there is some underlying 
racial tension on campus. I am 
fully aware that there are peo-
ple who will argue that such 
tension does not exist, and that 
it is irresponsible to espouse 
such radical notions. However, 
the letter written by Professor 
Smith to the Chart er 
Committee on Campus 
Climate, whether you agree 
with its contents or not, raises 
many critical questions about 
whether or not Greek life has 
institutionalized a certain way 
of life and has therefore polar-
ized our campus into different 
racial groups as some have 
suggested. The main question 
to ask ourselves individually 
and as a community is: Do we 
have a race problem on our 
campus? 
The simple answer to that 
question is no, we don't. The 
problem we seem to have on 
our campus is one that mirrors 
the same problem we still have 
in our country, which is an 
over-awareness of race. I 
understand and appreciate 
that it is vital to be aware and 
even sensitive to each other's 
race. However, maybe it is 
time that we change the 
nature of our rhetoric. We need 
to realize that we cannot 
change the past, and that the 
emotional scar left by slavery 
and racism will always be a 
constant reminder of the hor-
ror of that time period, but we 
must look to the future. We 
look to the future by opening 
ourselves to cultural growth on 
campus. The cultural houses 
have done a fantastic job of 
promoting awareness and 
bringing people to a better 
understanding of the similari -
ties and differences between 
races and cultures on campus. 
However, such awareness 
must be relative to the pulse of 
the campus and not the gener-
al attitude of the nation. This 
means that our rhetoric must 
be focused on learning. 
Rhetoric that focuses on past 
shortcomings and racial preju -
dice only alienates when it is 
not placed in the greater con-
text of learning or exchanging 
ideas that move us forward. I 
know that the majority of peo-
ple who attend cultural events 
are those from that particular 
culture. I hope that this will 
change this year. We look to 
the future when we make it a 
duty to move out of our comfort 
zone. We look to the future 
when we challenge ourselves 
to talk to a person we wouldn't 
necessarily talk to. We look to 
the future when we ask each 
other the right questions and 
provoke frank and respectful 
conversations rather than bot-
tle up our misunderstandings 
or sweep them under the rug. 
We often hear that we are 
"the future of tomorrow." If 
that is so, the future of cultur-
al and racial unity rests in our 
hands. We can galvanize the 
change that takes down those 
invisible barriers. We can 
inspire others to join us in 
looking to the future . However, 
we must begin on that journey 
with a positive v1s10n for 
Trinity. This is even a step 
that can positively affect the 
image of the college. 
Widespread and honest 
exchanges about how we can 
improve ourselves and ulti-
mately the country's views on 
race would facilitate a 
stronger academic environ-
ment that many have stated is 
currently lacking on campus. 
Are we digressing? The loss of manners in modern society 
TANYA KEWALRAMANI '14 
STAFF WRITER 
Yesterday, my friend asked 
me to help him out with an 
event. His family friends own 
a restaurant that serves 
South East Asian cuisine and 
they were participating in 
some sort of festival. They 
needed people to serve the 
food and promote their 
restaurant. I was only too 
happy to oblige, and some 
good Indian food always cures 
a bout of my homesickness. 
The event was scheduled to 
take place for nine hours and 
all I could think about was 
how good it was going to feel 
eating some delicious naan, 
and wonderful butter paneer. 
Of course, how could I forget 
the samosas with different 
types of chutney, and pickle. 
It was going to be a real treat 
for my stomach. Little did I 
know, that I was gomg to 
observe the change in human 
behavior, and how as a society 
we have severely digressed. 
The stall served three dif-
ferent kinds of dishes m a 
lunch box, which included 
naan, chicken tikka masala, 
kebabs and naan. All of it was 
for ten dollars, and it was 
mighty tasty. Despite the fact 
that I am a vegetarian, it did 
not stop me from eating the 
naan, and taking some gravy 
out and eating it separately. 
This was the only stall serv-
mg some proper meals and 
before we knew it, it was 
packed. The customers kept 
coming in, and I was slowly 
becoming more and more 
appalled. While I was serving 
them and in my breaks I was 
observing them, I felt like I 
was back in Kenya. Sitting 
and waiting silently, for the 
animals to do something, for 
them to make a move. 
As soon as I had just fin-
ished help setting up, in came 
a woman who was decked out 
like she was at a wedding. 
Everything about her 
screamed bling. She was 
sparkling from head to toe, 
and she looked like her face 
had been caked with make up. 
I looked at my friend and we 
both burst out laughing. When 
that woman wore her clothes, 
she probably thought that she 
looked like she was filthy rich, 
but really she just looked 
plain tacky. She poked her 
nose around in everyone's 
business, made sure people 
took pictures of her. All in all, 
she was plain awful. She was 
there to make a point, that 
she had money. Maybe in a 
way, she did not care what 
people thought of her. As long 
as she looked rich, that was 
the important part. 
Everyone there was rich, 
and they looked it, too. 
However, there was nothing 
elegant about them. The room 
was covered in Louis Vuitton, 
Coach and Gucci. The 
women's high heels were 
shiny, and their clothes 
sparkled m the light. 
Everyone had either an 
iPhone, a Blackberry or a 
Samsung s3. However, the sad 
part was, not only did they 
show off that they had a 
phone, they also covered the 
phones in glitter. Their make-
up and hair was impeccable. 
The men there all wore exp en -
sive jackets but they severely 
lacked brain cells. Every sin-
gle person was screaming at 
the top of their voices in that 
room, poking their nose m 
other people's lives. They had 
no filter. One of the girls was 
eating dessert, and her rela-
tive came up to her and scold-
ed her. In front of everyone! 
She made it so apparent. She 
kept telling everyone around 
her to not let her eat that. 
The stall next to me was 
selling delicious deserts. 
Macaroons, chocolate cake, 
lemon tarts and so much 
more! It really was quite deli-
cious. The person in charge of 
the stall was a woman with 
her daughter, who looked like 
she was around seven or eight 
years old. Towards the end, 
when everyone had to pack 
up, the young girl was run-
ning around with her friends, 
while her mother and her 
mother's friends were loading 
everything back in their car. A 
woman came up to that girl, 
and scolded her in front of 
everyone! She was scolding 
her because that young girl 
was not helping her mother. 
That girl was so young! She 
was running around, having a 
great time with her friends, 
and the bags looked so heavy, 
she could hardly carry them. 
The funny thing was, it was 
only some of my friends near 
me that understood what had 
just happened. For the other 
people there, it was simply 
normal. 
At one point, we had run 
out of food. The stall was so 
popular which was definitely 
a good sign. However, people 
had absolutely no manners 
when it came to asking for 
when the food was coming. 
Despite the empty trays of 
food, everyone kept coming up 
to us and saying how bad it 
was of us to not have food. 
They said it was a shame on 
us, and that it was our fault 
for making them wait because 
they were so hungry. They 
scolded us and there was 
nothing polite about it. All 
they had to do was wait! 
There were so many other 
stalls of food, and so many 
things to do there. They had 
absolutely no manners. It got 
me thinking that as a society 
we have all digressed. No 
matter how expensive the 
clothes and the technology we 
own today, we want every-
thing done at a pace that 
sometimes is not possible. It is 
sad that we have lost basic 
manners and ethics and that 
we want everything done our 
way. One woman was scolding 
me about the lack of food, 
whilst she was texting. 
Everyone around me was hug-
ging each other, whilst talking 
on the phone, or simply tex-
ting whilst deep in conversa-
tion with someone else. Is this 
what our society has 
digressed to? 
When the second round of 
food came, all the customers 
went crazy. It was a stall, the 
idea was to stand in a line and 
wait for us to serve you. It was 
not a restaurant. People actu-
ally came up to us and asked 
why we had not reserved 
boxes for them. They kept 
telling us that they had been 
waiting for so long, it was our 
duty to save food for them. I 
almost walked out of there, 
and I'm sure my friend almost 
did too. It was a stall at a fes-
tival! Not a restaurant. It was 
first come first serve, which 
was really obvious. One of the 
men actually picked up the 
big serving spoon and started 
servmg himself, when he 
knew he could not do that. He 
made me hold his box for him 
whilst he squirted lemon on it, 
whilst another actually 
walked behind a counter and 
started asking us questions 
about the food when he knew 
that there was a long line of 
people waiting for the food. 
What I observed at the 
end, was really quite horren-
dous. Just as we were shut-
ting down the stall, these two 
women came up to me, whilst 
I was putting the remainder 
of the last dish left into con-
tainers. They asked how much 
it was, and I said seven dol-
lars. Quite frankly, for the big 
bowl of that curry, was quite 
cheap. They scolded me and 
said that since it was the last 
dish of the event, I should 
lower the price to five dollars. 
As soon as they said that, 
they both turned to each 
other, and said that they had 
spoons with them and 
whether it would be okay if 
they could put it in the big 
tray of food, and taste some. 
They actually wanted to put 
their dirty spoons in the dish, 
because they were not getting 
a bargain on food. I tried so 
hard to hold back my disgust. 
While everything is 
advancing around us, society 
is digressing. They are slowly 
losing manners, and in a way, 
technology has no doubt, 
made us do so. We are addict-
ed to wireless technology, and 
a need for everything to be 
done quickly. Sometimes we 
text, while our friend is in the 
same room, and we do not 
even look up to say hi to peo-
ple when they are in front of 
us, because we think that the 
text or Facebook update we 
are reading is so important. 
No matter how rich people 
dress and accessorize them -
selves, that does not automat-
ically make them better than 
other people. There is no prob-
lem in dressing rich, but be 
humble about it. At the event 
I saw women actually dis-
cussing their handbags, and 
about which one was more 
expensive, while both of their 
kids were texting. They could 
not even talk to each other. As 
a society, we need to fix this 
and set an example for the 
future. 
NEWS 
The Trinity Tripod 
Trnity College celebrates Ally Week in support of LGBT Rights 
ELAINA ROLLINS '16 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Trinity College celebrated 
Ally Week this past week, Oct. 
15-19, with a series of LGBT 
movies, speakers, and events 
hosted by The Queer Resource 
Center and EROS (Encouraging 
Respect of Sexualities). Ally 
Week, an event hosted by Gay 
Straight Alliances across the 
nation, is a week of support for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender students. 
Students participating in 
Ally Week can take a pledge to 
stand up against anti-LGBT 
language and actions. Allies 
''believe all students, regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender 
identity/expression, deserve to 
feel safe and supported." They 
pledge not to use anti-LGBT 
language and also safely inter-
vene, if possible, in situations 
when students are being 
harassed. EROS asked students 
at Trinity during Ally Week to 
''be out and open about your 
support for the LGBT communi· 
ty ... be visible, be loud, and be a 
part of creating a welcoming 
and safe environment for 
Trinity's LGBT community." 
EROS kicked off Ally Week 
with spirited performances on 
the Cave Patio on Monday, Oct. 
15. The cast of "Rent!" danced 
and sang while members of 
EROS handed out bright green 
t-shirts and rainbow flags. This 
event garnered lots of attraction 
from students traveling in and 
out of Mather, and the Ally 
green shirts were spotted 
throughout the rest of the week 
around campus. 
COURTESY O F EROS student group. 
EROS spearheads a chalk writing campaign to alert students of Ally Week. 
EROS also initiated Ally 
Week with a campus-wide 
"chalking." Sidewalks, path-
ways, and patios were decorat· 
ed with colorful chalk drawings 
and phrases to show support for 
LGBT community members. 
Slogans such as "Out of the clos-
ets into the streets," "Out and 
proud," and "Got Pride?" caught 
students' eyes and also helped 
raise ... awareness for LGBT 
issues. 
However, what received 
even more attention was the 
Fagbug parked on the path 
leading towards the dining hall. 
The Fagbug, a rainbow VW 
Beetle, is owned by Erin Davies, 
a woman who was victim to a 
hate crime in Albany, New York 
in 2007. On the 11th Annual 
Day of Silence, an unknown 
perpetrator vandalized Davie's 
car by writing the words "fag" 
and "u r gay'' on the driver's 
side window and hood of the car. 
However, rather than forget 
about the event and the prob· 
lem, Davies turned her vehicle 
into a symbol of support for the 
LGBT community. The Fagbug 
traveled around the United 
States and Canada for fifty-
eight days, learning about more 
serious hate crimes and sup· 
porting those who have been 
victimized. 
On Wednesday, Oct. 17, 
EROS hosted Davie's documen· 
tary, "Fagbug: Activism on 
Wheels." The movie documents 
COURTESY OF twitter.com/ttinitycollege 
Students participating in Ally week pledge against anti LGBT language and actions. 
the Fagbug's trip around the the interesting events hosted by 
country, including stories ofpeo· EROS, such as discussion facili· 
ple attempting to remove the tated by Rosa Lee Klaneski, '05 
graffiti from Davie's car. M'09, about higher education 
"Fagbug'' has been selected for and queerness and its relation· 
numerous prestigious film festi- ship to productivity and oppres· 
vals, such as the Women's sion. On Friday, Oct. 19, EROS 
International Film Festival and also hosted a conversation 
Canada International Film reception with faculty who are 
Festival. Trinity was proud to Allies at Trinity. 
not only host a screening of this Trinity's Ally Week sought to 
film but also have its creator raise awareness of LGBT 
and star, Davies, on campus. 
For students that missed 
EROS' kick-off events or just 
wanted to learn more about 
being an Ally, EROS also hosted 
an information table through-
out the week in the Mather 
lobby. Students pledged to 
become an ally and donned 
their Ally Week shirts while 
also learning about the rest of 
issues, such as harassment; 
however, EROS and the Queer 
Resource Center are active and 
useful resources to students 
throughout the year. EROS 
holds meetings every week at 
the Queer Resource Center 
located at 114 Crescent St. and 
welcomes anyone with an open 
mind and an interest in LGBT 
issues. 
Charter Committee plans to create new and focused social life 
continued from page one 
house system is to foster a 
shared sense of identity within 
the student body. Each house 
will contain 375 students. The 
College is also planning to 
expand funding that will help 
to reinforce the new social ini · 
tiatives. Some of these funds 
will go towards the renovation 
of Vernon Social Center, which 
will be changed from its cur· 
rent purpose as a venue for 
events into a student union. 
Another primary use for the 
funding will be to renovate 
existing structures on campus 
to be used for the house system. 
It is made clear in the 
report that the marked 
increase m T-CERTs and 
Trinity's reputation as a party 
school served as motivating fac-
tors in the making of the new 
social plan. The College's goal 
is to shift social life away from 
the Greek houses while provid· 
ing appealing alternatives. 
Through the initiatives out· 
lined in the plan, a predomi· 
nantly Trinity-sponsored, aca -
demically inspired social life 
would become the norm for stu· 
dents. 
In moving toward a college· 
based social system, Trinity is 
falling in line with its NESCAC 
peers. Most of the other 
NESCAC schools, such as 
Bowdoin and Middlebury, have 
eliminated Greek life and 
implemented systems resem· 
bling what Trinity is going for-
ward with. Though fraternities 
and sororities will be permitted 
to exist, it remains to be seen 
how these organizations will 
stay alive in light of the man· 
dates being brought upon 
them. A revised first year pro· 
gram will be adopted, along 
with a program for sophomores. 
Keeping an academic focus will 
be paramount in the first year 
orientation, and the plan 
details that the development of 
intellectually-centered habits 
are important to the shifting of 
the ethos of the social scene. 
This means that little or no 
partying will occur, and upper 
class students would be sepa -
rated from first year students 
during orientation, by moving 
it a week earlier, to cement in 
productive academic practices. 
The new program will be a sig· 
nificant change for first year 
students. In past years, new 
students have attended parties 
hosted by fraternities and pri· 
vate off-campus houses during 
the first nights of orientation. 
Diversity is a theme that is 
present in many sections of the 
document. The College clearly 
would like to facilitate an 
increased sense of diversity on 
campus, and this desire is 
reflected in the house system 
proposal and in the changes to 
the Greek system. Greater 
involvement in the Hartford 
community is another underly-
ing theme found in the docu · 
ment. Exemplifying this is the 
emphasis on "urban living'' and 
"community involvement" in 
the new first year program. 
So far, the administration 
has held two open forums for 
students to inquire about the 
coming changes. Tripod 
reporters at these meetings 
noted that the new policies are 
being met with steep criticism 
from students, particularly 
regarding the changes to Greek 
life. One student complained 
that the students "don't want 
Trinity to be like the other 
schools [that the committee 
studied in the process of craft-
ing the social plan]." 
As of Monday morning, a 
forum on Facebook showed 
noteworthy alumni resistance 
to the new policies, although 
this is in no way a conclusive 
representation of how the 
majority of alumni feel. 
According to the forum, a web-
site is being set up by some 
alumni to facilitate a better dis· 
cussion of the coming changes. 
The site is located at 
http://www.savetrinity.com. 
When speaking to President 
Jones about the coming 
changes, he told the Tripod: 
"Last October, a Charter 
Committee was named by the 
Chair of the Board, Paul E. 
Raether, and me to review the 
social fabric of our College. The 
Committee was comprised of 
five trustees (Cornelia Parsons 
Thornburgh, '80, and Dr. Philip 
Khoury, '71, co-chairs, Sophie 
Bell Ayres, '72, Luke Terry, '67, 
Timothy Walsh, '85, P'l5), 
three faculty (Dr. David 
Ahlgren, who is an alumnus 
and who holds the Hallden 
Chair of Engineering, Dr. 
Diana Evans, from Political 
Science, and Dan Lloyd, who 
holds the Brownell Chair of 
Philosophy), two staff members 
(Dr. Fred Alford, Dean of 
Students, and Chaplain Allison 
Read) , and three students 
(Paige Greene, Shaun Stuer, 
and Jesse Hunt, all seniors). 
The Committee worked tire· 
lessly for months: holding lis· 
tening tours on campus, inves· 
tigating social life at a number 
of colleges and universities 
similar to Trinity, reviewing a 
considerable amount of empiri· 
cal evidence from a number of 
sources, and reading the litera· 
ture presently available on 
social life at American institu· 
tions of higher learning. The 
Committee did yeoman's serv-
ice to our College and made 
available to the trustees a com· 
pendium of well-thought-out 
recommendations, six in num· 
her, that would over time 
improve our students' social 
experiences to link those expe· 
riences more tightly with the 
academic mission of the 
College. The trustees voted 
unanimously at their October 
retreat to endorse the recom· 
mendations and charged the 
administration of the College 
with implementing the recom -
mendations on a fast timeline. 
We have started constituting a 
number of sub-committees of 
the Implementation 
Committee, which I chair, with 
faculty, staff, and student rep· 
resentation. 
While the Implementation 
Committee starts its work, 
Trinity is moving forward on 
two very significant building 
projects that will influence the 
social life of our College in 
many ways: the new resident ial 
townhouses on Crescent Street 
and a complete renovation of 
the present Vernon Social 
Center to make that centrally 
located space a multi-faceted 
center for our students, open 
from 8 AM until 2 AM, staffed 
and offering different gathering 
spaces, a coffee shop, a conven· 
ience store, and expansion of 
food and beverages for use by 
the entire campus community. 
I am exceedingly grateful to 
the Charter Committee for the 
vast amount of effort that went 
into their recommendations 
and look forward to implement· 
ing these important changes to 
improve our College communi· 
ty for all its members, and par· 
ticularly for those for whom the 
College exists: our present and 
future students." 
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New social changes affect Trinity's fraternities and sororities 
KRISTINA SMITHY '14 
NEWS EDITOR 
Trinity College has made 
major changes to Trinity's 
Greek Life system. Much of 
Trinity's faculty would like to 
see the Greek system com -
pletely abolished. However, 76 
percent of the faculty favored 
abolition of Greek life, 1 7 per-
cent favored reform, two per-
cent favored to leave it as it is 
and three percent had no opin-
ion on the matter. Four of the 
twelve voting members on the 
Charter Committee argued for 
the abolition of fraternities 
and sororities at Trinity. 
Two of the new restrictions 
placed on Greek life are mak-
ing each organization become 
co-educational and require a 
minimum GPA. The Charter 
Committee decided on the co-
educational system after an 
eleven-to-one vote in favor of 
the matter. 
During the fall of 2012, 
organizations must begin 
planning for a co-educational 
membership and submit plans 
to the Implementation 
Committee. By th e spring of 
2013 , organizations must 
begin recruiting a co-ed pledge 
class. By October of 2014, 
there must be a total of 15 
percent of the minority gender 
in the organization. By 
October 2015, the minority 
gender must be at or larger 
than 30 percent, and by 
October 2016, it must be 
roughly 50/50. The Board of 
Trustees has also determined 
that there will be no pledging 
period once the new members 
rush. If the organization fails 
to meet these standards they 
will be subject to becoming 
prohibited. Some of the organ -
izations are not allowed to 
have co-educational members 
according to their national 
chapter. This immediately 
elminates these organizations 
from affiliating to the national 
chapter and possibly elmi-
nates them from Trinity's 
campus. 
The committee believes 
that the combined GPA of the 
Greek system is lower than 
the average of the school and 
is bringing down our academic 
standard. By the spring of 
2013 the prospective members 
must have a 3.0 or better to 
rush. By the fall of 2014, the 
prospective members must 
have at least a 3.2. Failure to 
meet these standards will 
result in a warning and then 
have one semester to fix the 
problem. 
Each organization must 
also have a faculty or staff 
adviser. Each group must sup-
ply the College with an up -to-
date membership list at the 
beginning of each semester. 
Over the course of spring 
2013, members of the 
Implementation Committee 
will need to outline the objec-
tives and expectations of each 
fraternity and sorority. They 
will also help them develop 
plans for making the changes 
necessary. 
Organizations that are 
responsible for a serious 
infraction of the College's poli-
cy will be subject to prohibited 
status. If an organization that 
privately owns property 
becomes prohibited, the 
College will buy the property 
and reassign it to another 
organization. 
Students who participate 
in prohibited organization will 
be subject to separation from 
the school. The school debated 
whether or not to buy all pri-
vately owned houses butvoted 
against that strategy. If the 
school bought the privately 
owned houses, they would 
have received great resistance 
from alumni that would make 
the rest of their plans harder 
to accomplish . 
The College and the 
Charter Committee hope that 
these ch anges will lead to 
three major outcomes. They 
hope that all social organiza-
tion will have an open, trans-
parent membership and equal 
and fair access to all 
resources. The membersh ip 
must be open without regard 
for gender, ethnicity, socioeco-
nomic class, or any other iden-
tification. Lastly, all Trinity 
students will have equal 
access to membership in 
organizations and the mem -
bership will be based on stu -
dent interest alone. Hazing 
and blackballing will be pro-
hibited and grounds for judi-
cial proceedings. 
Want to write for News this 
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Psi U is one of the fraternities that will be affected by the new social changes. 
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Many of the changes are going to affect organizations that are on Vernon Street. 
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Debate between Obama and Romney crucial for undecided voters 
CARA MUNN '15 
CONTRlBUTING WRITER 
Last Tuesday October 16, 
President Barack Obama and 
former Massachusetts 
Governor Mitt Romney faced 
off in what would be the sec-
ond presidential debate of the 
2012 election. President 
Obama made considerable 
gains in this debate compared 
to his poor performance in the 
first debate where he 'lost' to 
Mitt Romney at a staggering 
rate- 20 percent to 70 percent. 
Smarting from the last debate, 
it was very apparent that he 
was better prepared this time 
around; he 'won' this debate 46 
percent to 39 percent with a 
four-point margin of error. 
However, Romney was not 
unprepared for Obama's 
attacks, even telling him at 
points that "It's my turn to 
speak, you can sit down now." 
Romney attempted to be the 
dominant one, often speaking 
to Obama at times when he 
was sitting, which indicates 
confidence. He seemed very 
intent on getting the last word; 
he interrupted Obama when 
he was speaking on multiple 
occasions. Often times, 
Romney surprised Obama by 
putting him on the defensive 
at the beginning of the debate. 
Obama was very reserved 
when compared to Vice 
President Eiden. Biden's 
jovial, laughing, and smiling 
manner stood in stark contrast 
to the seriousness that the 
President exuded. 
Eighty-two undecided vot-
ers would choose who they 
thought had won this debate 
after they had asked their 
questions on the major issues 
concerning this election: the 
economy, the unemployment 
rate, health care, women's 
rights issues, foreign policy, 
gun policy and taxes. That was 
proved in his statement that 
he, "wanted to not just create 
good jobs, but jobs that were 
well-paid." In Michigan over 
half of the jobs are underpaid. 
In response to a question 
about what he would do about 
equal pay, Obama took the 
opportunity to criticize 
Romney's stance on contracep-
tion claiming that it was an 
economic problem for women 
because pregnant women gen-
erally cannot work, which 
leaves single mothers unem-
ployed and with no prospects 
to get work. President Obama 
claimed that they would have 
no prospects to get work 
because they would have no 
one to support them. He said, 
"These are not just women's 
issues. These are economic 
issues. These are family 
issues." Obama had also 
accused Romney about his sup-
port of the controversial Blunt 
Amendment, which would 
'}[a((oween on Vernon 
NEEDS YOU! 
Join children and families from the Hartford community 
on Sunday, October 28th 
1:00-4:00 pm 
with CANDY, GAMES and HAUNTED HOUSES! 
***Chaperones are needed to guide groups of children 
and families through a trick or treating route of Greek 
organizations and Cultural houses on Vernon St. 
WANT TO GET INVOLVED? 
Email Gracie and Emily at: trinaces@gmail.com to sign 
up for a 30-45 minute shift between 
1:00 and 4:00 pm 
allow employers to deny con-
traceptive support to women in 
the workforce. Romney denied 
all of Obama's allegations, say-
ing that they were falsehoods. 
Some viewers of the debate 
had said that they had found 
the presidential candidates to 
be 'primal,' almost like ani-
mals ready to attack or hit the 
other candidate. It's funny 
because they were so con-
frontational with each other 
that it really was as if one was 
the prey and the other was the 
predator. Whether you choose 
to support the prey or the 
predator in the end will ulti-
mately be up to you. And of 
course, it is your interpreta -
tion as to who the predator and 
prey is. 
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Obama and Romney recently faced off during a town hall style debate in New York. 
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President Barack Obama and Governor Mitt Romney shake hands after last Tuesday's, Oct. 16, Presidential Debate. ... • rv c...,, d J.l 
ACES leads halloween on Vernon event 
JOE BARBER 
CONTRlBUTING WRITER 
The Annual Community 
Events Staff, better known as 
ACES, is hosting their 22nd 
annual Halloween on Vernon 
this Sunday, Oct. 28th. For 
over twenty years on the 
Sunday before Halloween, 
Trinity students have 
planned and run this event to 
provide a safe and fun 
Halloween experience for 
local children. The children 
years we have had hundreds 
of children and families come 
out for the event. It has 
turned into something that so 
many children and families 
look forward to and depend on 
every year. We love the oppor-
tunity this gives us and 
Trinity to create positive hes 
with families of the Hartford 
community!" 
This was a sentiment 
shared by Brandon Lewis '13, 
who in years past volunteered 
his time to lead the children 
are led on a route of the dif- around Vernon Street. He 
ferent Vernon Street houses 
by Trinity student chaperones 
who volunteer their time to 
help out at this great event. 
Some of the activities on the 
route in which the children 
(and the Trinity students) 
partake include fortune 
telling, temporary tattoos, 
candy pong, haunted houses, 
and of course trick-or-treat-
ing. In addition, 12 other 
organizations that do not 
have houses on Vernon will be 
running activities in Vernon 
Social Center for when the 
children return from their 
Vernon Street circuit. Among 
other things, these activities 
include face-painting, cookie 
decorating, beanbag toss, and 
musical chairs. 
Gracie Phillips '13, ACES 
Co-President and one of the 
people organizing this event, 
stated, "We are so excited for 
the event this year! In past 
said that, "It was a lot of fun. 
It allowed me to get to know 
places on campus that I 
haven't been before and it was 
fun to see the kids and how 
excited they were!" 
Participating houses this 
year include AASA, Kappa 
Kappa Gamma and Psi 
Upsilon (as cosponsors), the 
International House, Umoja, 
Praxis, Cleo, Pike, St. 
Anthony Hall, Alpha Delta 
Phi, the Ivy Society, Hansen 
residence hall, North Campus 
residence hall, LVL, and The 
Mill. In addition, the Trinity 
Chemistry Society will be set-
ting up a haunted house in 
the Chemistry Building. 
ACES Halloween on 
Vernon is Trinity's oldest stu -
dent-run community service 
program and has not skipped 
a year since its inception. In 
fact, even last year on the day 
after the freak and very 
COURTESY OF KRlSTINA SMITHY '14 
The poster for Halloween on Vernon. 
destructive October snow-
storm, Halloween on Vernon 
Street still took place and 
provided some much needed 
fun and respite for children 
and families seeking fun, 
warmth, and electricity. It is 
a much-anticipated event by 
both students and residents 
alike, and as soon as October 
comes, the phone calls start 
with Hartford residents ask-
ing when Halloween on 
Vernon Street will be happen-
ing. 
If you would like to be a 
part of this Trinity Halloween 
tradition, please contact 
Gracie Phillips at 
elizabeth.phillips2@trincoll.e-
du or Emily Howe at 
emily.howe@trincoll.edu. -
FEATURES 
At Trinity and around the~;yJ~pofhe Head Writing Associates 
SERENA ELAVIA '14 
FEATURES EDITOR 
Need help on papers, lab reports 
and other writing assignments? Try vis-
iting the Writing Center for a change. 
The Writing Center has trained Writing 
Associates that can help students with 
every part of the writing process includ-
ing generating ideas, improving theses 
and organization. This year, there are 
three locations where students can 
receive help from a Writing Associate: 
the main writing center at 115 Vernon, 
the library and the NUTT/MCEC cen-
ter in room 183. The main location is 
open Monday through Thursday from 
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm, and 6:30 to 9:30 
pm, while the NUTT center is open on 
Sundays from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm, and 
the library is open 4:00 pm to s:oo pm 
on Tuesdays. Students can make a 30-
minute or hour long appointment 
online at 
http://trincoll.mywconline.com/. 
Every year, the Director chooses 
three head Writing Associates who 
serve as a liaison between the other 
Writing Associates and the Director. 
They have monthly meetings with Dir. 
O'Donnell to discuss operations, 
improvements and outreach initiatives 
of the Writing Center. As well, the head 
Writing Associates co-edit the Writing 
Associates' literary journal "115 
Vernon," lead monthly professional 
development training meetings with 10 
to 12 Writing Associates, plan the 
spring dinner to welcome new Writing 
Associates and bid farewell to graduat-
ing Associates, and make presentations 
in classrooms about the Writing Center. 
Taylor Denson '1 3 
Hailing from Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Taylor Denson is a senior President's 
Fellow majoring in public policy and 
law. He has been a Writing Center 
associate since the fall of his junior 
year. During his first two years at 
Trinity, Denson helped many of his 
peers with writing and always felt that 
writing came naturally to him, so he 
applied to the Writing Associates pro-
gram after seeing an advertisement 
for it. Denson says that his overall goal 
when tutoring is to make the student a 
better writer and not only focus on the 
paper at hand. 
"Looking at a student's paper helps 
give the tutor a greater picture of what 
the student is like as a writer," says 
Denson about helping the student 
grow as a writer. His favorite part 
about being an associate is the gen-
uine feeling he gets after he has suc-
cessfully helped a student with an 
assignment and that the student can 
now leave the Writing Center confi-
dent in their paper. 
Denson says that all students, 
regardless of their age or writing abil-
ity, should come to the Writing Center 
as it is always helpful to have an extra 
set of eyes read over a paper. The 
Writing Center is not just for first 
years. Outside of the Writing Center, 
Denson serves as the president of the 
Kappa Sigma fraternity, is a member 
of the Trinity Sport's Network and is 
currently working on his thesis about 
the Major League Baseball's anti-trust 
exemption. He plans to attend law 
school after graduation. 
Emma Sternlof '13 
Serving as a tutor since the fall of 
her sophomore year, Emma Sternlof is 
a history major and religion minor from 
New London, CT. On campus, she is co-
president of Trinity's co-ed feminist 
sorority Zeta Omega Eta, serves as a 
global ambassador for the Trinity Rome 
Campus, and is a member of the Fred 
Pfeil Community Project. Sternlof 
became involved in the Writing 
Associates program because she want-
ed to improve her writing skills while 
giving back to the Trinity community. 
When tutoring a student, her main goal 
is to help the student produce the best 
possible writing that they can when 
working on a given assignment. When 
they leave the Writing Center, Sternlof 
hopes that she has given the student 
tools that they can use in the future for 
paper writing. Her favorite part about 
being a tutor is how she feels when a 
student comes in worried about a paper 
and then has a successful session with 
her and leaves the Writing Center feel-
ing confident in their work and ready to 
revise their paper. Sternlof says that 
writing tutors are not only available to 
look over drafts, but can also help stu -
dents with the whole process of writing 
including brainstorming, pre-writing, 
structure and grammar. "It's great to 
have another pair of eyes look over a 
student's writing, and tutors are 
trained to be that other pair of eyes," 
says Sternlof. While she is unsure of 
her future career path, she feels that 
strong writing skills and the ability to 
synthesize information ar.e_important 
in any career. 
Elizabeth Preysner '13 
In between her busy schedule of 
cross country, playing the flute in the 
jazz band ensemble and working for 
the first year program, Elizabeth 
Preysner, from Wethersfield, CT, is in 
her second year of tutoring at the 
Writing Center and is a double major 
in English Literature and Hispanic 
Studies. When Preysner became a first 
year mentor, she decided that it would 
be good to learn formal writing skills 
and how to critique papers, so she 
applied for the Writing Associates pro· 
gram. As well, Preysner has always felt 
that her writing was strong and she 
wanted to be in a position where she 
could help other students improve her 
papers. "Joining the Writing Center to 
me was a mix of practicality and inter-
est," says Presyner. She says that her 
favorite part about being a tutor is how 
much she learns by reading a variety of 
papers and assignments that come to 
the Writing Center. By seeing so many 
papers, Presyner says that it is inter-
esting to see how students take differ-
ent approaches to writing. When tutor· 
ing, Presyner has a short term goal of 
giving the student a concrete way to 
improve their paper, and a long term 
goal of teaching the student how to bet-
ter understand the writing process as a 
whole. "Bringing a paper to the 
Writing Center is a great way for stu-
dents to get a trained, not biased per-
son to give them feedback," she says. 
Presyner hopes to have a career in edu-
cation, possibly as a professor of 
English., or in academic administra· 
tion. 
Through the grapevine: Celebrity divorces and marriages of 2012 
URSULA PETERSEN '15 
STAFF WRITER 
One of America's male sweethearts is 
officially off the meat market-that's 
right, Justin Timberlake is now a mar· 
ried man. It came out Saturday that 
Timberlake and long-time girlfriend, 
Jessica Biel of "7th Heaven" fame, were 
wed in a private ceremony in Italy yester· 
day. This is certainly a happy moment for 
the pair, and obviously the golden wed-
ding of 2012. However, this year hasn't 
been all happy for celebrity couples. 
Without further ado, I present the biggest 
weddings and break-ups of 2012. 
Courtesy of UsMagazine.com 
Jessica Biel and Justin Timberlake wed in Italy. 
It's splitsville for Amy Poehler and 
Will Arnett. America's cutest comedy cou· 
ple officially broke off their nine-year 
marriage in September. This was a huge 
shock-I mean, they did Gap ads togeth-
er. We'll always have the adorable image 
of Will and Amy wrapped up in a scarf 
together. But really, if Amy and Will split, 
what hope is there for the rest of the 
world? 
In September, Blake Lively and Ryan 
Reynolds surprised Hollywood in a top-
secret wedding. Okay, so this wedding 
broke hearts all over America. I mean, 
the classically good-looking couple weds? 
You could basically hear the sobs of six-
teen year old girls when they saw Ryan 
with a wedding ring. The couple got mar-
ried in a surprise ceremony in Mt. 
Pleasant, South Carolina at the Boone 
Hall Plantation and Gardens, the same 
location where "The Notebook" was 
filmed. The wedding was attended by 
some of their famous friends, including 
Martha Stewart and Florence Welch, 
who performed live. 
In a shocking split in June, Katie 
Holmes filed for divorce from Tum Cruise. 
So, America's creepiest marriage ended in 
a blow out this year. Were you surprised? 
Tom certainly was. According to reports, 
Katie Holmes planned out the divorce in 
a sneaky manner, using a disposable cell 
phone to contact her lawyer and parents, 
and filing for the divorce while Tum was 
filming a movie in Iceland. Yikes. Doesn't 
sound too amicable. 
After meeting on set, Natalie 
Portman and Benjamin Millepied mar-
ried in an intimate ceremony in August. 
Portman and Millepied met on the set of 
"Black Swan," the psychotic thriller that 
earned Portman an Oscar for Best 
actress. It was truly a love story, as 
Millepied was just another dancer who 
got Portman's attention. The sweet cou-
ple, who already have son Aleph 
Portman· Millepied, were married in Big 
Sur in front of friends like Ivanka Trump 
and Macaulay Caulkin. 
After a blow out wedding in India, 
Katy Perry and Russell Brand split up in 
the summer of 2012. So maybe polar 
opposites aren't really meant to be after 
all. Katy Perry, known for her bubbly per· 
sonality and bubble-gum pop music, mar· 
ried Russell Brand in 2010, but the cou· 
ple officially became divorced in 2012. 
Trouble for the couple was visible in 
Perry's movie "Part Of Me," which was 
released this summer. In a scene filmed 
at the XL center in Hartford, minutes 
before she was supposed to go onstage, 
Perry was filmed curled up in her dress-
ing room, sobbing about her failing rela-
tionship. However, she seems to have 
found solace in the arms of John Mayer. 
Okay, okay, so Jennifer Aniston isn't 
married yet, but it's just too good not to 
report on. This year, Jennifer Aniston 
and Justin Theroux got engaged in a 
whirlwind proposal that reportedly even 
Aniston didn't suspect. Umm, finally. I 
think everyone's been cheering on Jen, 
even if you don't admit it, since Brad Pitt 
dumped her for Angelina Jolie a few 
years ago. 
Of course, there's more to look for-
ward to, as Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie 
will tie the knot this year. If the rumors 
are true, Britney Spears will also marry 
soon. 
Courtesy of TheDeccanChronicle.com 
Jennifer Aniston and Justin Theroux are engaged. 
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Gordon discusses Keynesian economic theory and the recession 
continued from page one 
where each part influences and 
changes every other part. He reasons 
that ecosystems do not cycle, but in 
fact evolve in inherently unpredictable 
ways. Gordon debunks the economy as 
a machine paradigm, as taxes, spend-
ing, or monetary policy will have a 
given and predictable result. He uses 
the analogy of how putting pressure on 
a gas pedal will always makes a car 
move faster, and that the additional 
COURTESY OF TheHauntedBookShop.com 
"An Empire of Wealth" was published in 2004. 
speed is proportional to the additional 
pressure. But the basic parts of an 
economy are often unpredictable and 
are always self-interested human 
beings, not bits of machinery mind-
lessly obeying the laws of physics. 
The second fatal flaw in the 
Keynesian system is that timely and 
reliable information on the state of the 
economy is essential for politicians to 
make correct policy decisions. Gordon 
talks about how final figures of even 
basic statistics such as GDP come out 
three years after the period they meas-
ure. Preliminary economic data are 
available in a few weeks, but they are 
highly unreliable and frequently 
revised in the ensuing months and 
years. Gordon further argues that the 
way people perceive the economic uni-
verse is u nreliable. For example, the 
CPI (Consumer Price Index) may well 
overstate real inflation by as much as 
a full percentage point. The CPI serves 
as the marker when adjusting wages, 
pensions, and social security benefits. 
Gordon argues that guiding a modern 
dynamic economy the way Keynes 
envisioned is essentially like trying to 
fly an airplane on instruments when 
the instruments tell the pilot at best 
what the situation was an hour earlier, 
and may be giving the pilot false data. 
The third flaw in Keynes' theory 
lies in human nature itself. Gordon 
says that Keynes completely ignored 
the element of human nature and the 
force of its power in the real world. For 
the Keynesian system to function, 
Gordon says it must be applied dispas-
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John Maynard Keynes was a British economist. 
sionately. Taxes must be cut and 
spending must increase in poor eco-
nomic times. In strong economic times, 
however, taxes must be increased and 
spending must be cut. Gordon suggests 
that these ideas may work in the des-
potism of Platonic myth, but not in a 
democracy like the United States. 
Spending programs always create 
powerful political pressures to main-
tain and expand them, while opposi-
tion to them is diffused among the rest 
of the population who must pay for 
them. Tax increases are always politi-
cally unpopular, especially if they are 
designed to raise money from a broad 
segment of the population. The result, 
of course, is the ever-increasing deficit 
since the publication of "The General 
Theory" in 1936. Gordon stressed that 
human nature predisposes us to recog-
nize depression easily and quickly, but 
prosperity, like happiness, is most eas-
ily seen in retrospect . Gordon 
described the situation in the 1980s, 
which today is recognized as a period 
of prosperity in the United States. It 
was a time where the GNP (Gross 
National Product) rose by 35 percent 
in real terms and an economy the size 
of Germany was added to the one the 
U.S. already had. However, the media 
at the time reported on stories about 
farmers losing their land, the big-
three auto companies of Detroit were 
taken to the cleaners by Japan, and 
the first stock market crash in nearly 
sixty years . 
In an economy as vast as the 
United States, recession will always 
affect one region of the country or one 
sector of the economy, even if the over-
all U .S. economy is healthy. 
According to Gordon, the central 
flaw of Keynesian theory is the prom-
ise of a world without depression. 
Economists flocked to this school of 
thought and within a decade of the 
publication of Keynes' "The General 
Theory," it was the overwhelmingly 
dominant school of economic thought 
throughout the profession. 
Gordon, the fiscal conservative, 
believes Keynesian theory, once 
thought to be the best and most highly 
functioning form of economics, may 
very well move aside in the future for 
a different school of economics. 
From Trinity Today ... 
Wednesday Oct 24 
-Cities Co-Curricular Initiative Mo\le Nights at 
ClJGS: 7:00 pm at The Center for Urban and 
Global Studies, First Aoor 
Power: 7:00 pm in the WasllingtoR Raoal 
11 The Trinity Tripod 
Food Dudes: Plan B, West Hartford's burger joint on Park Rd. 
AESHA SHAH '14 
BRITTANY VIOLA '14 
STAFF WRITERS 
After a long week of midterms, 
papers, and presentations, we knew 
exactly where we wanted to go to reign 
in the weekend. We headed to Plan B 
on Friday night in West Hartford on 
Park Road. It's right across the street 
from "A Little Something Bakery," 
which we reviewed earlier this semes-
ter. We found parking on the street and 
headed inside to figure out how long 
our wait was going to be. The restau -
rant is extremely popular so it is usual-
ly very crowded on the weekends. 
After a 35-minute wait, we were 
seated at a table by the bar. The 
restaurant is small and crowded but 
has a cool vibe that includes dim light-
ing, dark wood furnishings, and loud 
music. The bar takes up a large por-
tion of the restaurant with a wide 
selection of different types of beer and 
bourbon. 
We started with the pickles and 
peppers appetizer. It is a delectable 
assortment of pickles, jalapefi.os, and 
pepperoncini, beer battered and fried. 
They were delicious, crispy and served 
with a perfect spicy and sweet aioli 
sauce for dipping. 
For our meals, we ordered the burg-
er salad, blue cheese burger on a pret-
zel roll, and a side of sweet potato fries . 
There is a wide selection of burgers, 
sliders, and comfort foods ranging from 
macaroni and cheese to fish and chips. 
The portions are quite large, so we 
decided to share everything. Because of 
how busy the restaurant was, the food 
took a little longer to come out. Our 
waitress was very nice and apologized 
for the wait. Our meals were definitely 
well worth it. 
The burger salad was amazing. It 
really is exactly what it sounds like-a 
burger in a salad. It comes with a 
cheeseburger, pickles, bacon, tomato, 
onions, a special sauce, and is topped 
with fries and little onion rings. The 
portion is massive just like all of the 
other dishes at Plan B, but the array of 
flavors mix together perfectly. 
The blue cheese burger is spectacu -
lar. Every burger is served with a side 
of fries and a pickle. The "verified 
humane" or grass-fed organic beef is 
hand grinded every day and is fantas-
tic. We ordered it "some pink," and 
diners can choose between "some pink" 
or "no pink." It was juicy and tender 
and cooked just the way we wanted it. 
It came packed with oozing blue 
cheese, succulent caramelized onions 
and a savory bourbon barbeque sauce. 
The pretzel roll (additional 79 cents) is 
COURTESY OF KellyBakes.com 
Plan B has an extensive menu that includes many burger options, appetizers, sides and alcoholic drinks. 
a delicious substitute for the tradition-
al bun. 
The soft, salty, and buttery deli-
ciousness take the burger to a whole 
new level. Be careful when eating 
though, as the beef is loosely packed 
causing the burger to fall apart a bit. 
The toppings didn't help with our 
scrumptious mess either. There are 
numerous types of burger options 
available ranging from beef to turkey 
to salmon to veggie. Although the 
restaurant is a burger place, there are 
numerous vegetarian options and a lot 
of the menu options can be substituted 
with a veggie patty. 
The fries are a wonderful pair to the 
burger. Served piping hot, they are 
crispy on the outside and soft on the 
inside. The pickles are also worth try-
ing. They are perfectly crunchy and 
juicy. 
Plan B has won numerous awards 
ranging from Connecticut Magazine, to 
the Hartford Courant, and NBC 
Connecticut. They have several loca-
tions including Glastonbury and 
Simsbury. The beer selection is large 
and constantly changing. Aside from 
great burgers, the macaroni and cheese 
or "mac and jack" as they call it, with 
pulled pork is a huge hit. We've also 
heard great things about the jalapeiio 
poppers. The prices aren't too cheap-
the burgers range from $10 to $15 but 
the portion sizes are massive, so diners 
get a lot for what you pay for. Aside 
from the rude hosts, the waitresses, 
bartenders, and owners are very nice 
and attentive. We'd definitely recom-
mend plan B, just be prepared to wait. 
Luckily, they do have a take out option 
for those who don't want to wait. 
Dr. Richard Kaeuper discusses tnedieval history, chivalry 
HANNAH HOLLAND '15 
STAFF WRITER 
On Thursday, Oct. 18, Trinity host-
ed celebrated Middle Ages historian 
Dr. Richard Kaeuper. Kaeuper gained 
notoriety in the world of Middle Ages 
academia through his thorough use of 
exploratory literary sources as histori-
cal evidence. His extensive collection 
of publicized works, focused more 
recently on the idea of medieval 
chivalry, is currently in the process of 
being printed by the Cambridge Press. 
Kaeuper has published six books to 
date. Currently, Professor Kaeuper is 
working at the University of Rochester 
teaching Medieval History. 
His semina r at Trinity, entitled 
"Knights , Kings, Poets and Bankers," 
COURTESY OF lhfgdsf1195.blogspot.com 
Prof. Richard Kaeuper has published five books. 
largely centered around the mis-
nomers associated with the Dark Ages, 
a pillar to his medieval research. He 
also touched upon chivalry and its cen-
tral place in Medieval Europe. 
Although traditionally regarded as 
a time of academic standstill and cul-
tural stoicism, the Middle Ages, 
Kaeuper explained, were far more 
than just "dark ages." Specifically, 
from the mid-10th century through the 
13th century the world underwent 
notable growth by way of literature, 
architecture and, seldom thought to 
have any significance in the medieval 
world, governmental power. 
Literature of the High Middle Ages 
immortalized characters such as 
Richard the Lion Heart, the Knights of 
the Round Table and Joan of Arc. 
These medieval characters are int er-
twined within the very fabric of the 
modern day world and have exhibited 
staying power and influence compara-
ble to Shakespearian characters or the 
like. Chaucer, of a slightly later time 
period, is still an extensively studied 
and revered Dark Ages writer. 
From an architectural perspective, 
the churches, castles and temples that 
were produced during the Middle Ages 
are still regarded as some of the 
world's most impressive feats of archi-
tecture. Gothic architecture, from the 
development of the rose window, the 
flying buttress and the pointed arch, is 
classic, timeless and sought after 
architectural beauty no matter m 
which century it was created. 
Medieval growth and change in 
government gave way to the rise of 
practiced .law. It was during this cen-
tury that the crown extended authori-
ty to the localities by asserting specif-
COURTESY O F Best-masters.com 
Professor Kaeuper teaches graduate courses in medieval history at the University of Rochester. 
ic rights, and only intervening through 
the use of protected property and offi-
cial redress . From this, Kaeuper 
argues, came a drive for effective, uni-
fied and supportive government. 
Ultimately, this marked the trend 
towards the current government func· 
tions that are present in the modern 
world. 
Despite the immense presence that 
architecture, literature and the gov-
ernment held and still hold to under· 
standing the Middle Ages, nothing is 
so fundamentally medieval than the 
idea of chivalry. In sum, the medieval 
code of chivalry is the theology behind 
knighthood culture. 
Kaeuper explains that to be chival-
rous a knight would have to demon-
strate prowess in battle but also an 
innate sense of honor and a devotion to 
Christianity. Many of the cultural con-
structs of the chivalrous knight still 
stand as benchmarks to modern day 
morality, such as the idea of turning 
the other cheek and other, similar ide-
ology. 
How might it be possible that a 
time regarded for its stunted intellec-
tual growth could produce such a last-
ing cultural presence? Kaeuper argues 
that it, in short, could not. He argues 
instead that the Middle Ages are mere-
ly an immensely misunderstood time, 
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Cinestudio movie review presents: "Keep The Lights On'' 
ZACHARY HAINES '14 
STAFF WRITER 
Around this time a year 
ago, I saw a gorgeous film by 
burgeoning director Andrew 
Haigh called "Weekend." The 
film chronicles the single 
weekend in which Russell 
(Tom Cullen) and Glen (Chris 
New) first meet. At the time, 
Russell is only a few steps out 
of the closet that Glen came 
parading through years ago. 
Even though their respective 
lifestyles suggest incompati-
bility, the two wake up from 
what started as a one-night-
stand unable to deny the elu -
sive chemistry at work. Never 
before have I seen a film cap-
ture the passionate inceptive 
moments of a relationship in 
such a nuanced way that, at 
the same time, avoids ostenta-
tion-just two days, two men, 
and the beginnings of some-
thing beautiful. 
This weekend I went to 
see Sundance favorite Ira 
Sachs' (writer and director of 
"Married Life," "Forty Shades 
of Blue," and "The Delta") 
newest endeavor "Keep the 
Lights On," which has been 
garnering comparisons to 
Haigh's "Weekend" from the 
likes of A.O. Scott of the "New 
York Times." Scott commend-
ed both films for "mapping the 
nuances of feeling that arise 
between men for whom sex is 
the easy part" and "examining 
the complexities of gay life." I, 
for my part, could not find 
fewer grounds for comparison 
between these two films; in 
fact, I will risk saying that it 
has been a long while since 
I've seen a film less "nuanced" 
than "Keep the Lights On." 
But first, some plot sum-
mary: the movie opens with a 
rather promising scene in 
which Danish documenatry 
filmmaker Erik (Thure 
Lindhart) connects with a 
young lawyer named Paul 
(Zachary Booth) over a phone-
sex line. After their first hook-
up, Paul informs Erik that 
their visits can't become a reg-
ular thing; Paul, after all, has 
a girlfriend. Through some 
course of events that the film -
makers found unnecessary to 
show us, Paul goes from being 
totally in-the-closet to living 
with Erik. Paul's work as a 
documentarian is also hinted 
at, as are his relationships 
with several rather anony-
mous friends and a swarthy 
young art student named 
Igor-however, none of these 
avenues are satisfactorily pur-
sued and serve only to muddle 
a film that already struggles 
with its own temporality. 
What the film does track 
with a more certain precision 
is Paul's descent into drug and 
alcohol addiction. For years he 
makes a habit of disappearing 
COURTESY OF imdb.com 
"Keep the Lights On" fails to impress. 
for days at a time, refusing to 
inform Erik of his where· 
abouts. Eventu ally an inter-
vention is staged, and things 
return to normal. However, it 
is only a matter of time before 
Paul relapses again, this time 
into habits that Erik is unable 
and unwilling to overlook. 
Just when the film could have 
made even the slightest 
impact by ending, it chooses 
instead to prolong the suffer-
ing of its characters and its 
viewers. Years later, Erik and 
Paul meet up and decide to 
rekindle their old flame. The 
film reiterates itself without 
attempting to state anything 
new about its characters or to 
investigate any new emotional 
territory. 
Now, back to what I was 
sayin g earlier about this film's 
attention to detail: I was 
stunned to find such attention 
nonexistent. The film grazed 
over the formative months of 
Paul and Erik's relationship 
and deigned to embellish its 
characters in any way that 
might provoke empathy. Sachs 
and his co-writer Mauricio 
Zacharias completely forsook 
the opportunity to show us 
how Paul and Erik fell in love, 
but still expect us to mourn 
their deterioration. No author 
can ask his or her audience to 
appreciate what they haven't 
first invited them to under-
stand; the result is our com -
plete detachment from the 
characters and their situation. 
In addition, without the sup-
port of a convincing history, 
the actions and events suppos-
edly driven by their mutual 
affection feel unconvincing 
and disingenuous. All of this is 
compounded by the fact that 
the leading actors Thure 
Lindhart and Zachary Booth 
exhibit little to no on-screen 
chemistry. 
Moreover, I found the 
film's exploration of the "com-
plexities of gay life," yet 
another quality lauded by 
Scott in the "Times," half-
hearted at best. Singular 
scenes revolve around certain 
LGBT-specific buzzwords like 
HIV, closetedness, and surro-
gacy; however, these issues 
are never incorporated into 
the story with any particular 
relevance or necessity, making 
their inclusion seem obligato-
ry and contrived. In my opin-
ion, this film could be remade 
into endless variations with 
characters of all different sex-
ual orientations and it would 
still have a long way to go to 
work as a love story, or as a 
story that can in any way 
claim to deal with "complexi-
ty." 
All that being said, if you 
are searching for a film that 
effervesces with the most del-
icately executed and subtly 
enacted type of romance 
between two individuals, 
regardless of sexuality, please 
check out Andrew Haigh's 
"Weekend"-it achieves in two 
days what "Keep the Lights 
On" could not achieve in nine 
years! 
I only hope that the film-
makers of "Keep the Lights 
On" can also glean something 
from Haigh's work so that 
their next effort does attempt 
to examine the mechanics of a 
relationship without such 
carelessness. The film's last 
showing is Tuesday, Oct. 23. 
Parvin Pooya' s exhibit, "Beyond Reality'' fills Mather with color 
POOJA SAVANSUKHA '15 
STAFF WRITER 
In the latter half of the past 
week, Trinity College's Mather 
Art Space (The second floor of 
Mather), displayed Iranian 
artist Parvin Pooya's works, 
titled 'Beyond Reality.' Parvin 
Pooya, who is currently pursu-
ing a second Master's Degree in 
American Studies at Trinity 
College, works at the 'Tea 
Haunt Cafe' by day, where her 
artwork is usually displayed. 
Experienced as a director, 
writer, and journalist, Pooya COURTESY OF SAVANSUKHA '15 COURTESY OF SAVANSUKHA '15 COURTESY OF POOJA SAVANSUKHA '15 
sees painting as a medium "The Chair," portays pure loneliness. Parvin Pooya's, "The King and Queen." "The Woman Tree" uses subtle colors, paralleling the delicacy of womanhood. 
through which she learns about 
her own creative expressions 
and those of her past. In her 
artist statement she explained, 
''When I think of illusion in con-
nection with an image in my 
painting, I usually assume that 
image is true to life." This 
notion explains the title of her 
display, 'Beyond Reality,' in 
that her works go a step beyond 
portraying real life experiences 
by connecting them with 
images that are symbolic of her 
feelings. 
She further explains, 
"Painting enables me to become 
a better person, gives me a win-
dow into my thoughts and emo-
tions and consequently exalts 
my spirit." This is an interest-
ing concept in the way that 
Pooya seems to use her art as a 
means to achieve greater self-
a wareness. This idea is 
summed up in her statement, 
"I look forward to sharing the 
experience of truth, roots of 
freedom and the unspoken, all 
entwined together in the silent 
heart of the painting." 
A simple glance at Pooya's 
paintings reveals a few key 
characteristics of her style. 
Among these are the use of 
bright and vibrant colors, as 
well as a bold use of a palette 
knife as opposed to brush 
strokes, which result in thicker 
coats of paint that make the 
elements of her work jump out 
at the viewer. It is not in the 
least bit surprising that one of 
her greatest stylistic inspira -
tions was Van Gogh. 
Pooya acknowledges that 
most of her paintings reflect 
sad stories. They are painted 
with bright colors to catch the 
viewer's eye, in order to make 
him or her relate to the feeling 
that the work originally 
reveals. Some of the most strik-
ing pieces in her exhibit includ-
ed, "The Chair," ''The King and 
Queen," and "The Woman 
Tree." 
"The Chair,'' while on a 
superficial level depicts an 
empty chair in a colorful back-
ground, is painted to portray 
the idea ofloneliness, while the 
bright colors represent a vari-
ety of emotions. 
In "The King and Queen," 
the faces of the queen and king 
are painted with bright 
oranges, reds and yellows; con-
trasting with the black back-
ground. Additionally, it is inter-
esting to note how the faces are 
emphasized through the shape 
of facial features particularly 
the eyes. There is a greater 
emphasis upon color, strokes, 
and shape as opposed to finer 
details. 
The fluidity of the strokes 
used in "The Woman Tree," as 
well as the use of subtler colors, 
compared to the other paint-
ings parallels the subtlety of 
womanhood. 
All in all, Pooya's work, 
while extremely effective in its 
symbolic, more-than-reality 
portrayals, is most striking 
because of her use of vibrant 
color, bold strokes and fewer 
forms. The works on display 
were even more interesting in 
the context of Pooya's back-
ground, as an Iranian who is 
an experienced director, jour-
nalist and painter. 
The opening reception for 
Parvin Pooya's exhibit will be 
held on Oct. 24 from 5 p.m. to 6 
p.m. in the Mather Artspace. 
Her paintings will be on view 
and will also be for purchase. 
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Tone Your Joints gets the audience "toned" for the 80s dance 
ISABEL MONTELEONE '16 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
A pre-game to the long-awaited 
Eighties Dance, Trinity College's all· 
female a capella group, The 
Trinitones, and Trinity's improv 
troupe, The Moveable Joints!, came 
together Saturday night for a fantastic 
performance. The dynamic duo 
delighted Trinity students and friends 
alike. Both of these talented groups 
gave a remarkable performance dis· 
playing their talents in the arts and 
rhetoric. 
While both groups are absolutely 
brilliant alone, together they are able 
to combine what they're best at to form 
a truly great spectacle of music and 
satire. The Trinitones opened the show 
with three of their best songs, already 
dressed in their eighties gear for the 
night ahead. The Moveable Joints! 
dressed for the eighties in bright neon 
colors and took the stage afterwards 
with a set of hilariously impressive 
improvisations. The two groups came 
together at the end combining their 
singing talents with wit and humor. It 
was a lighthearted night that any 
Trinitones and Moveable Joints! fan 
wouldn't dare to miss! 
The Trinitones began the night by 
cunningly announcing that the 
Moveable Joints! could not make it 
this evening. Upon beginning to angel-
ically sing their classic hit 
"Peppermint Twist,'' the Moveable 
Joints! climbed out from the windows 
of Hamlin Hall behind the Trinitones. 
The Moveable Joints! proceeded to 
interrupt the group with a play on 
their words, imitating the Trinitones' 
snaps and doo·whopping. The group 
noticebly made their presence known, 
exerting many giggles from the crowd. 
This comical beginning set the tone for 
what was going to be a wonderful 
show. The second song the Trinitones 
performed, "Can't Hurry Love," filled 
the room with an air of love and sweet-
ness. Maddie Dickinson '14, the 
soloist, enforced the strong vocals that 
the Tones are already known for. The 
third song, and a crowd favorite, was 
"Butterfly" by Rajaton. This shiver-
inducing tune reinforced the fact that 
the Tones are truly pitch ·perfect. Tina 
Lipson '14, the soloist for "Butterfly," 
made the already stunning song, even 
more beautiful. The classy and sassy 
Trinitones gave the crowd quite the 
treat, and the night was only going to 
get better from there. 
The Moveable Joints!, performing 
next, questioned the crowd on what 
they had learned that day. One stu-
dent answered their question by 
telling the troupe a fact he had learned 
about Russian beer. Having their ques-
tion met, the troupe took a second 
before creatively coming up with a 
hysterical song and skit about how 
Russian beer was "as cold as the war." 
It was truly remarkable to see how the 
skit progressed as each member added 
a new element to the song. Some of 
their other skits included one on 
bananas, Justin Bieber, American Idol, 
and Mount Everest. They were able to 
ingeniously create stories using a few 
simple terms and the audience was 
completely mesmerized by it. Those in 
attendance couldn't help but laugh at 
everything they did. 
Coming together for the final bit, 
The Moveable Joints! invited the 
Trinitones back on stage for a duet to 
finish off the night. The Trinitones 
performed their well-known and witty 
piece "The Walk of Shame," but this 
time with a little twist. While they 
harmonized and sang about a missing 
bra, waking up in someone else's bed, 
and finding an unidentifiable liquid 
stuck in their hair, the Moveable 
Joints! reenacted each set of lyrics. 
The Joints! proceeded to pretend to be 
the morning cleaning crew, the football 
team on their morning jog, and of 
course the guy and girl in the scenario. 
It truly made for a perfect combi-
nation of their talents, and the addi-
tion of the Moveable Joints! in the 
song gave it that extra kick of humor. 
The evening was filled with laughter, 
song, and improv, leaving everyone in 
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Dressed head-to-toe in 80s gear, The Movable Joints! teamed up with The Trinitones to put on a performance that left the audience in good spirits. toned, ready for the 80s Dance! 
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- binda;eg bohen finds hizrsizlf in thiz spotlight onciz again! ~h!Z 
says, "it's no surpris!Z hizr dad, Michaizl bohan, claims shiz's doing 
drugs and abusing alcohol...convictizd criminals tiznd to li!Z whizn 
thizir family cuts thizm off." 
- "Thsz X f eetor"has bizizn confirmizd for its third sizason. 
- Meroon 5 tops Thiz ;Billboard t1ot 100 with "Oniz Moriz Night." 
- Teglor ~wift dizbuts at numbizr 3 with hizr song, "I K.nizw ijou 
Wizriz Troubliz." 
- Meroon 5 announcizs thizir 'biggizst tour yizt.' Thiz tour is sizt to 
bizgin fizbruary 13 in Columbus, Ohio, and will continuiz on 
through various viznuizs in th!Z a.~. and Canada, iznding in '{1pril. 
Thiz tour stops in Toronto, bos '{1ngizlizs, bas \/izgas and Nashvilliz. 
for thosiz intizrizstizd, Nizon Trizizs and Owl City will sizrviz as thiz 
opizning acts for thiz tour's izntirizty. 
- Jia;a;iee Biszl and Jua;tin Timbszrleki ti!Z thiz knot this past 
wizizkiznd, sorry ladiizs! 
- '(ldizl!Z wizlcomizd a baby boy to thiz world on ~unday, Oct. 21. 
bullabiizs will sur!Zly biz on hizr nizxt album. 
Information court izsy of: http://www.tmz.com and http://www.mtv.com 
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A . K. Stnith Reading Series hosts poet Roger Bonair-Agard 
continued from page one 
louderARTS Project which is an arts 
organization that is committed to cre-
ating and teaching poetry. He was a 
part of many of the louderARTS 
Poetry Slam teams from 1999 until 
2007. He even won the individual com-
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Bonair-Agard's most recent collection of works. 
petition at the National Poetry Slam 
in 1999. He is currently the Artistic 
Director at louderARTS and has been 
a creative writing professor at 
Fordham University. Bonair-Agard 
has also spent a lot of time in Chicago, 
IL, where he taught poetry at the Cook 
County Temporary Juvenile Detention 
Center. 
The poet read pieces from his 
upcoming book "Bury my Clothes," 
which will be released in the spring of 
2012. Bonair-Agard stated, that a lot 
of his new poetry explores the violence 
during the steel pan music movement 
in Trinidad and Tobago and compares 
it to the violence that is paired with 
the hip hop movement today. He states 
that he likes to focus on "why Africans 
create art." 
Bonair-Agard read some of his 
poetry, including "Back to School," 
"Slick Rick," and "Washington Heights 
1981," along with many more poems 
which explored many different ideas 
including race and heartache. The 
poet ended his performance with a 
moving piece entitled "National 
Botanical Gardens 1986," which was 
an autobiographical piece about the 
poet as a young man who is on the 
threshold of adulthood. The story 
involves many Trinidadian references 
and focuses on a Bonair-Agard as a 
teenager who goes to a party with his 
friends and gets in a car accident on 
the way home. 
At the end of the performance, 
Bonair-Agard took questions from the 
audience asking about why he started 
writing. He stated that poetry was 
always a major part of his life. He said 
that his mother used to make him 
memorize poems at a young age and 
perform them for her; that is why he 
loves to actually perform all of his 
poetry. "There was no schism in my 
head. I think of the authenticity of my 
body and think of my writing in the 
same way. My particular poetic project 
is on e holistic event." 
When asked about his subject 
matter, Bonair-Agard stated that he 
liked to focus on race and violence in 
th e black community. "We are losing 
more black and brown boys in Chicago 
than soldiers in Iraq and Iran com -
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Saturday, October 27, 2:30 p.m. 
''pixELATION!'' 
Saturday, October 27, 6:00 p.m. 
''ROBOT AND FRANK'' 
Sunday, October 28, 2:30 p.m. 
Sunday, October 28, 7 :30 p.m. 
bined," said the poet. Members of the 
audience also linked Bonair-Agard's 
poetry to that of rap music because of 
how lyrical his poems were when per-
formed. Roger Bonair-Agard stated 
that he believed that rap music and 
poetry were very similar in nature. 
"There are some amazing writers who 
still exist in that form [rap music]." He 
"My voice has broadened because I 
have crossed cultures." He also 
attributes his success to his desire to 
learn more about the world around 
him. "As a writer your job is to take 
everything in, you have to want to 
experience." When asked if he writes 
for a particular audience, Bonair-
Agard said no. Instead, he said that 
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Native of Trinidad and Tobago, Bonair-Agard considers himself to be a poet and performance artist. 
even went on to call Lil Wayne an 
"incredible metaphorist." "Rap music 
is the only musical and lyrical form 
that works itself out in front of the 
world," said Bonair- Agard. 
When asked about how he comes 
u p with subject material, Bonair-
Agard stated that he takes a lot of 
information from th e places that he 
h as lived, including Trinidad and 
Tobago, Chicago and New York City. 
he writes, "to convince himself that it 
is real. I want people to listen even if 
they don't necessarily understand." 
Roger Bonair-Agard is the author 
of three collections of his work includ-
ing "Gully," "Tarnish and 
Masquerade" and "Burning Down the 
House." In addition, his fourth 
anth ology "Bury My Clothes" is set to 
be released in spring 2013, so be sure 
to keep an eye out for it. 
WRITE FOR ARTS. 
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·women's Crew dominates at annual Head of the Charles 
continued from front page 
watch the many races unfold. 
The Head of the Charles Regatta 
started a lasting philanthropic 
tradition in 1998, ra1smg 
upwards of $700,000 for local 
charities over the past fourteen 
years. 
The event started on 
Saturday when the women's 
team competed in three of their 
four races while the men's team 
competed in the first of their 
two. Trinity's first race was the 
Women's Club Fours in which 
the Lady Bantams rowed 
against both collegiate and pri-
vate club teams alike. The fours 
boat finished with a time of 
19:52. 7 and placed 12th of 48 in 
a highly competitive field. 
The Women's Club Eights 
race was held just a half hour 
later and Trinity had another 
strong showing with a second 
consecutive 12th place finish 
against 33 other teams. The 
Lady Bantams showing in the 
club division was especially 
impressive as they raced against 
Division I powerhouses like Yale 
and extremely competitive pri-
vate clubs. 
The men's crew team was 
next to compete in the Collegiate 
Fours race, clocking a time of 
17: 17 .2, placing them in seventh 
place of 46 boats. The Men's 
Fours team finished just behind 
league rivals Bowdoin and 
Wesleyan, who finished in fifth 
and sixth places. Needless to 
''"""Y' \.b<> New England Small 
College Athletic Conference was 
well represented as they closely 
competed with Division I schools 
such as the University of 
Virginia and Michigan State 
University. 
Trinity's final race on 
Saturday was the Women's 
Collegiate Fours in which the 
Lady Bantams finished an 
impressive fourth of 38 teams 
with a time of 19:28.3, earning a 
medal in the event. "At the end 
of the day the execution that 
happened throughout our whole 
race was spot on and coming 
away with a HOCR medal is just 
the cherry on top!" said stroke 
seat Julia Vreslovic '14. The 
Bowdoin Polar Bears finished 
first in the field and the 
Hamilton, Wesleyan and 
Amherst boats all finished in the 
top ten just behind Trinity. The 
NESCAC reigned supreme all 
Saturday and proved to be the 
strongest D-III collegiate league 
in the Regatta. 
Sunday would bring more 
triumphs for Trinity as both the 
men's and women's teams rowed 
in the Collegiate Eights race, the 
final team races of the entire 
Regatta. The men's boat was up 
first, recording a time of 16: 16.2 
and finishing in tenth place of 37 
boats. While the men's fours and 
eights boats had strong show-
ings in their races, the Women's 
Eights boat put the icing on the 
cake for Trinity College's suc-
cess-ridden weekend at the 
Head of the Charles. 
The Women's Collegiate 
Eights race consisted of a field of 
26 boats including perennial 
powerhouse and NESCAC rival 
Williams College. The race was 
anticipated to be highly compet-
itive but the Trinity Women's 
crew team shattered spectators' 
expectations, finishing in first 
place with a time of 17:42.6. The 
Lady Bantams pummeled their 
competitors, recording a time 
that was nineteen seconds 
faster than the heavily-favored 
Williams College boat which fin-
ished in a distant third place, 
one second behind William 
Smith College. Trinity's 
women's eights boat stood atop 
the podium with shiny gold 
medals proudly hanging from 
their necks. "I'm very proud of 
how the team performed this 
weekend," said Head Women's 
Coach Wesley Ng. "All four of 
our crews qualified and rowed at 
a level that matched our prepa-
ration. The Head of the Charles 
is a great marker at the begin· 
ning of the season and also a 
good learning experience for 
later on in the spring. Our 
coxswains dealt with the most 
pressure as the Head of the 
Charles demands great anticipa· 
tion and steering. Our assistant 
coaches Renee Jones (1st sea-
son) and Mitz Carr (3rd season) 
have also given invaluable tech-
nical help and effort to the 
squad." 
Senior coxswain Julia 
McGhee proudly summed up her 
teams success: ''This weekend 
was one for the books for Trinity 
Field Hockey falls short to Polar Bears 
BRITTANY VIOLA '14 
STAFF WRTIER 
On Saturday Oct. 20, the 
visiting Trinity women's field 
hockey team fell to Bowdoin 
College, with a heartbreaking 
3-2 loss. The game was a battle 
between two nationally ranked 
teams in Brunswick, Maine. 
The number three-ranked 
Bowdoin Polar Bears improve 
to 12-1 overall and 8-1 in the 
NESCAC. The number 12-
ranked Trinity Bantams fell to 
10-3 overall and 6-3 in the con-
ference. 
Polar Bear first-year, 
Rachel Kennedy led Bowdoin 
with a spectacular perform -
ance. She scored two goals 
including the game-winner 
during the second half. Just 
about five minutes into play, 
Trinity sophomore Sophie 
Doering stopped the Bowdoin 
offense with an impressive 
save. Kennedy scored her first 
goal at 24:56 with a one-timer 
into the net, following a pass 
from teammate, Katie Riley. 
The rest of the half saw no 
additional goals as both teams 
fought back-and-forth for pos-
session of the ball. 
The Bantams held the 
upper hand in momentum from 
the start of the second half. 
Trinity junior Paige Duke tied 
the game with a goal at 32:05. 
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Sophmore Courtney Wynne and Trinity's offense fell short against Bowdoin. 
Just minutes later at 27:28, 
Bantam senior Hadley Duncan 
scored following a pass from 
senior Haley Thompson to give 
Trinity the 2-1 edge. 
After a Bowdoin timeout, 
the Polar Bears tightened up 
their offense. Bowdoin senior 
Cathleen Smith tied the game 
2-2 after receiving the ball 
from Kassey Matoin, rushing 
past a Trinity defender with 
21:17 minutes remaining in 
the half. 
Not even 90 seconds later, 
Kennedy scored the game-win· 
ning goal with a hard strike 
past Trinity goalkeeper Annie 
Scalambrino at 19:55_ The 
Trinity Bantams worked tire-
lessly to tie the score but could-
n't push past Bowdoin's power-
ful defense. 
Scalambrino had three 
saves for the Bantams as did 
Bowdoin goalkeeper, Kayla 
Lessard. Bowdoin upped 
Trinity in penalty corners (5-2) 
but doubled Trinity in shots on 
goal, 12-6. 
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Cocaptains Frannie Bower and Robin Neschke celebrate a succesful senior season. 
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The Collegiate Women's Fours boat rows under Eliot Bridge on the Charles. 
(Women's) Rowing. It was an Winning the Charles was a 
incredible weekend for every dream but now it's time to finish 
boat. We had four boats entered, up the fall season and get ready 
four qualified, and two medaled. for a competitive spring." 
Earlier in the week, on Oct. 
1 7, the Bantams had a stellar 
performance against the 
Springfield College Pride. 
Trinity blanked Springfield 
with a 6-0 win under the lights 
on Thursday night on 
Sheppard Field. The Bantam 
roster shined as six different 
players netted the ball. Senior 
co-captain Thompson scored 
the first goal of the game and 
added two assists. Doering, 
Duncan, Duke, and first-years 
Olivia Tapsall and Brooke 
Heron also added to the 
shutout. With a noteworthy 
Trinity defense, goalie 
Scalambrino had just one save 
as Trinity outshot Springfield 
20-1. She earned her fifth 
shutout of the season and the 
third in the last six games. 
Thursday's win was Trinity's 
largest margin of victory since 
Nov. 12, 2008 in the first round 
of the NCAA Tournament. 
Trinity will play one more 
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Undefeated Trinity Football spoils Bowdoin's Homecoming 
BOBBY GALLAHUE '14 
STAFF WRlTER 
The Trinity College 
Bantams topped the Bowdoin 
College Polar Bears 27-10 in 
New England Small College 
Athletic Conference 
(NESCAC) action Saturday at 
Whittier Field. The game 
turned into a running back 
duel between Trinity's Evan 
Bunker '14 and Bowdoin's 
Zach Donnarumma (Ramses, 
NJ). Bunker finished with 136 
yards on 32 attempts and two 
touchdowns, while 
Donnarumma had 143 yards 
and a score. This was shock-
ingly Bunker's lowest yardage 
total of the year, a testament 
to how productive he has been 
so far. Trinity quarterback 
Ryan Burgess '13 also turned 
in a fantastic effort, complet-
ing 13 passes for 225 yards 
and two touchdowns. 
Bowdoin opened the scor-
ing with a 21 yard run from 
Donnarumma, who capped off 
a 12 play, 69 yard drive. 
Trinity answered on the very 
next drive with a 15 yard 
strike from Burgess to Drew 
Grombala '13 for a touch-
down. The score would 
remain tied for the remainder 
of the quarter. 
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Evan Bunker '14 helped lead Trinity to anoher dominant victory last weekend. 
Bowdoin kicker Jimmy 
Garvey broke the tie with his 
7th field goal of the year, mak-
ing the score 10-7 with s:27 
left in the half. This would sig-
nal the end of the scoring for 
the Polar Bears and the begin -
ning of a methodical march to 
victory for the Bantams. A 
quick 67 yard TD strike to A.J 
Green '14, his 4th of the year, 
began the onslaught. After a 
Bowdoin fumble on the Trinity 
20-yard line by Donnarumma, 
Trinity mounted a back break-
ing drive. The drive totaled 
eight minutes, 17 plays and 85 
yards and ended in a one yard 
run by the workhorse Bunker. 
With the score 20-10 the Polar 
Bears needed some magic, but 
managed to commit two more 
turnovers. This brought their 
total to five turnovers on the 
game, a season high. With the 
game already in hand, Bunker 
scored again from the seven -
yard line for his team high 6th 
touchdown on the year. 
Although a tough loss, 
Griffen Cardew and Joey 
Cleary were bright spots for 
-WWW IV 
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Trinity looks to continue their offensive success vs. Middlebury next weekend. 
the Polar Bears. Cardew, a 
senior from Ipswich Ma, 
totaled 14 tackles and an 
interception while Cleary 
(Winchester, Ma) had a sack 
and added 11 tackles. Besides 
Bunker and Burgess, 
Grombala racked up four 
catches for seventy yards. An 
integral part of the Bantams 
passing attack, Grombala 
went down with a foot injury 
and his status for next week's 
game is in question. This 
would be a hard loss for 
Trinity as they as facing the 
undefeated Middlebury 
Panthers at Miller Field on 
Saturday. 
Bowdoin will attempt to 
avoid its third straight loss 
and will travel to Wesleyan for 
a 1:00 p .m. kickoff. The 
Cardinals are 4-1 so Bowdoin's 
prospects are dim. Trinity 
moves on undefeated in the 
season with an overall record 
of 5-0. The prospect of a per-
fect season is within their 
sights as they have only three 
games remaining in their 
eight-game season. 
Trinity College Bantams 
Oct. 24 
Men's Soccer 

















Women's Field Hockey 
vs. Wesleyan 5p.m. 
Football 
vs. Middlebury 12:30 p.m. 
